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Northeastern State University

College of Science and Health Professions

Department of Mathematics 
Tahlequah, OK

INSTRUCTOR:
Mr. Randy J. Snider, Instructor.  Office: SC 269
Office Hours: MW @ 8:00, 11:00, 2:00; TTh @ 9:00; F @ 8:00, 11:00.     Other times by appointment.

Telephone: 918-456-5511  ext. 3060  (444-3060)
FAX: 918-458-2325

E-mail: snider@nsuok.edu
Web Site: http://arapaho.nsuok.edu/~snider

COURSE TITLE AND NUMBER



CLASS DAYS & TIME
MATH 1513 College Algebra



MWF @ 9:00 SC146








MW    @ 3:00 SC263
PREREQUISITES:

ACT Math sub-score of 19 or higher OR score of 75 or higher on CPT OR grade C or better in Math 0133 OR score of 15 or higher on BAT

CATALOG DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:
Linear and quadratic equations and inequalities; relations, functions, inverse functions; exponential and logarithmic functions; systems of equations; zeros of polynomials and determinants; permutations, combinations and the binomial theorem, as well as other selected topics. 

COURSE PURPOSE:
This course provides the mathematical development of the concept of a function, examines the basic types of functions (linear, quadratic, polynomial, exponential, logarithmic) and provides examples from a wide variety of applications ranging from business to the social sciences as well as in education and the natural sciences. The universal usefulness of this concept in most fields of study is why College Algebra is a required course for most majors.

EXPECTED COURSE OUTCOMES:
The student will be expected to achieve the following objectives:

1.

Communicate with appropriate mathematical symbols.

2. 

Solve equations and inequalities of the following types: linear, quadratic, absolute value, radical, polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, containing 2 or 3 variables.

3. 

Define a function, identify and graph the various types of functions and perform algebraic operations on functions.

4. 

Model and solve real-world problems using linear, quadratic, polynomial, rational  exponential and logarithmic functions.

5. 

Analyze how changing the parameters of functions affects the graphs of functions.

6. 

Convert between algebraic and graphical representations of rational, radical, absolute value, exponential and logarithmic relations.

7. 

Compute efficiently using the appropriate method - calculator, paper/pencil algorithms, or mental calculation

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: 
OPTIONAL: College Algebra, Fourth Edition, by Mark Dugopolski, Addison Wesley, Pearson Education,Inc., 2007.

REQUIRED:  MyMathLab Student Access Kit.  This can be obtained in one of several ways:

   1. Purchased at the bookstore.

   2. Ordered online at http://www.mymathlab.com/buying.html  If ordering online, you will need a 
       credit card and the class code.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES:
The expected course outcomes will be realized through a variety of instructional strategies.  Those strategies include, but are not limited to, the following: lecture, expository-discussion, demonstration, inquiry, and group activities. The instructor also will integrate appropriate multi-media technology.

STUDENT PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES: (Attendance/Punctuality/Participation)
Consistent and punctual attendance is both expected and required.  Attendance will be taken daily.  Any student with perfect attendance for any testing period will receive 5 Bonus Points.  These Bonus Points will be added to your total accumulated points.  You are encouraged to participate in class discussions and ask questions.  If you miss a class, you are responsible for getting notes, assignments, etc.  Poor attendance generally has an adverse effect on a student’s grade.

ASSIGNMENTS, QUIZZES, AND EXAMS:

Quizzes:  Unannounced quizzes will be given periodically.  They may cover current or previous material and will contain problems similar to those covered in class or in the text.  Each will be worth 10 points.  At the end of the semester the quiz scores will be totaled and divided by the total possible points to give a percentage score based on 100.  The lowest 20% of the quiz scores will be dropped.  Refer to the Make-Up Policy regarding missed quizzes.

Exams: There will be four (4) exams in addition to the Final Exam.  Each will be worth 100 points.  Problems will be similar to the suggested homework exercises, quizzes, and examples worked in class.  Refer to the Make-Up Policy regarding missed exams.

Final Exam: An optional final exam will be given.  It will be comprehensive and worth 100 points.  It can be used to replace either a missed exam or your lowest exam score in an effort to improve your grade.  It will only be used if it results in an improvement to your grade – it cannot lower your grade.  

Homework: Homework will be completed using the MyMathLab Online Interactive Software. Various campus computers have been setup to provide access to MyMathLab.  Registration instructions and homework assignment instructions will be provided.  Homework is due on the day of each exam for the material covered on that exam.  Your cumulative homework percentage (Correct/Total) will be used as your homework score which will then be factored into your overall course grade as shown below.  Homework assignments that are submitted past the due date will be penalized as explained below.  
Tutoring: Any student going to the tutor during a testing period will receive 1 Bonus Point per hour up to a maximum of 5 points.  No more than 2 points per day will be given.  A Tutoring Log (Attached) should be maintained and turned in on the day of the exam. These Bonus Points will be added to your total accumulated points.

STUDENT EVALUATION:
Grading will be computed on the following scale:



A:
90%  -  100%  of Total Points



B:
80%  -  89%



C:
70%  -  79%



D:
60%  -  69%



F:
Below 60%



Exams 1-4
400


Homework
200



Quizzes
100





700 Total Points

DOCUMENTATION:

Although instructors attempt accuracy in recording scores, they are not usually known for their phenomenal secretarial skills.  Please retain all exams, quizzes, assignments, etc. for your own records.

LATE ASSIGNMENTS:

MyMathLab Homework:  From 1 to 5 points will be deducted from each MML homework assignment (Section) submitted past the due date.  The number of points deducted from each section will be ½ the net gain (Late – Due) but not to exceed 5 points.  Students must notify the instructor when late assignments are submitted.  Some examples of an assignment worth 20 points are shown in the table below.
	Example
	#1
	#2
	#3
	#4

	# Problems Submitted When Due
	10
	14
	3
	0

	# Problems Submitted Late
	18
	20
	15
	20

	Net Gain
	8
	6
	12
	20

	# Points Deducted
	4
	3
	5
	5

	Score
	14
	17
	10
	15


Quizzes: Late quizzes will not be accepted unless excused as described below.
Other: Other late assignments will be penalized at the rate of five (5) points per day.

At the instructor’s discretion, exceptions may be made according to the Make-Up Policy.  Late assignments will be accepted up until 5:00 PM, Friday, December 11, for at least 50% credit.
MAKE-UP POLICY:

A student who misses an exam or quiz will receive zero points unless the absence is excused.  Excused absences are granted only for verified emergencies, serious illness, or officially sponsored university events that require your attendance.  For university events, you must be excused by official NSU procedures.  For emergencies and serious illness, you must present written documentation.  In the event of an excused absence, contact me ASAP to make arrangements for a make-up exam or quiz.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:

Any form of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and may result in either negative points/credit or receive an “F” for that quiz, exam, assignment, project, etc.  Copying from others, allowing others to copy from you, and turning in assignments derived from others are all examples of academic dishonesty/cheating.

ADA COMPLIANCE:

If any member of the class feels that he/she has a disability and needs special accommodations of any nature whatsoever, the instructor will work with you and the University's Office of Student Affairs to provide reasonable accommodations to ensure that you have a fair opportunity to perform in this class.  Please advise the instructor of such disability and the desired accommodations at the first class attended.

DATES TO REMEMBER:

August 26

Last Day to Enroll and Add Sixteen Week Classes
September 2

Last Day to Withdraw from any Sixteen Week Classes and Receive a Refund.

September 7

Labor Day Holiday

October 15-16

Fall Break
October 15

Midterm
November 11

Last Day to Drop Sixteen Week Classes With a “W”
November 25-29
Thanksgiving Break

December 10-11
Student Study Days

December 11 

Last Day to Drop a Single Class or Withdraw From All Sixteen Week Classes.

December 14-18
Finals Week

December 18

Semester Ends

MyMathLab SUPPORT
The phone number for MyMathLab Student Technical Support is (800) 677-6337.

INCLEMENT WEATHER / DISASTER POLICY:


The following are basic premises for the inclement weather policy at Northeastern State University:


1.
Classes are expected to be held if at all possible.


2.
It is the student’s responsibility to receive the information when weather is questionable.


3.
Neither students nor faculty are expected to risk life or limb.


4.
Faculty members are obligated to hold classes if the University is not closed, unless the faculty member is unable to get to campus.

Policy:

During times of inclement weather, decisions concerning the cancellation of day classes will be made by 6:00 a.m. in order for the media to be notified and for students to receive the announcement before they leave home. Decisions concerning the cancellation of night classes will be made by 3:00 p.m.



The following media outlets will be notified regarding closing of the campus.

Radio Stations:



TV Stations:

KRMG 
740 AM
Tulsa
KJRH
Channel 2
Tulsa

KAYI
107 AM
Tulsa
KOTV
Channel 6
Tulsa

KVOO
1170 AM
Tulsa
KTUL
Channel 8
Tulsa

KTLQ
1350 AM
Tahlequah
KFSM
Channel 5
Fort Smith

KEOK
102 FM
Tahlequah
Cable
Channel 96
Tahlequah

KBIX
1490 AM
Muskogee

KMMY 
97 FM
Muskogee

The automated attendant message on 918-456-5511 will be notified to include information concerning campus operations during inclement weather.

