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NORTHEASTERN STATE UNIVERSITY 
Oklahoma College of Optometry 

Tahlequah, OK 74464 
Fall Semester, 2011 

 
INSTRUCTOR: 
Thomas O. Salmon, OD, PhD, FAAO.  Professor.  Office: Optometry B05  
Office Hours: Monday- Friday 10-12:00. Other times by arrangement. 
Telephone 444-4011; Fax:  (918) 458-2104; Email:  salmonto@nsuok.edu 
Web page:  http://arapaho.nsuok.edu/~salmonto/ 
 
COURSE TITLE AND NUMBER:  Opt 6122 - Optometry Project I 
 
CLASS DAYS & TIME:   Tuesday, August 16, 6:30 PM 
      Other meetings to be arranged 
 
PREREQUISITES:    OPT 6111 Research Methodology 
 
CATALOG DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: The optometry project extends through three 
semesters.  The project is to be conducted under the supervision of a faculty member and the 
Student Project Committee.  A student or a group of students not to exceed four persons is to 
select and develop a topic relating to optometry.  The topic may be pursued in the laboratory, 
library or clinic culminating in a written paper.  Optometry Project I requires a review of the 
literature, which will be submitted for a letter grade at the end of the semester.  Optometry 
Project II and III will together constitute another letter grade. 
 
COURSE PURPOSE: Optometry 6122 requires student investigators to provide a 
comprehensive, scholarly literature review on a topic germane to optometry.  The literature 
review will provide direction toward the research project required of all students. 
 
EXPECTED COURSE OUTCOMES: Each student is expected to complete the following 
tasks during this course: 

• Choose a research topic, partner and faculty advisor 
• Review the literature to the background and methods used in that field of research. 
• Write a paper summarizing the literature review. 
• Write a one-page research plan summarizing your proposed research project 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: Student investigators are expected to use the ophthalmic 
literature to study a general topic.  This includes reading journal articles in the John Vaughn Library, applying for 
the interlibrary loan of articles not held by NSU, using textbooks and monographs appropriately and using internet 
resources as taught in Opt 6111.  Refer to the course web site or Blackboard for other course information. 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES: Instruction consists of guidance provided by Dr. 
Salmon, interaction with the faculty advisor and independent library research work.   
 
STUDENT PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES: 
An initial orientation session is scheduled, and other classes may be scheduled as needed.  For 
most of the course, students will work outside of class.  They must independently establish a 



 

 

schedule allowing them to complete the literature review by the deadline.  Although students 
identify the project and do most of the research work and writing, students and advisors should 
work as collaborators in the project.  Faculty advisors need adequate time to carefully read and 
correct manuscripts prior to final submission. 
 
What Is A Project? The Research Project's ultimate goal is to produce a publishable-quality 
paper, ready for submission to a professional journal, at the end of the summer term.  This 
semester, the literature review, due at the end of this semester, should provide broad coverage of 
the topic with an in-depth consideration of the specific area on which the project will later focus.  
It should also study methods that will be critical for the project.  It will provide the basis for the 
introduction section of the final paper. 
 
The literature review must do more than simply summarize articles.  It must integrate and 
interpret the knowledge in a way that is relevant to your research topic.  It should discuss the 
methods you will employ and address key issues you will need to understand for your project. 
 

Number of students Number of words (pages) Number of references 
1 2,000 (~6) 30 
2 3,000 (~9) 50 

 
ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES: Refer to the following list for due dates.  Bold type 
indicates written assignments that must be submitted to both your faculty advisor and Dr. 
Salmon by the listed deadline. 

• August 16-30   Begin literature search, think about your topic (2 weeks) 
• August 30   Finalize research topic, partner and faculty advisor 
• September   Search the literature for references. Begin reviewing. 
• October 5   Submit list of references to advisor (OVS format) 
• October 12-16   Groups meet with Dr. Salmon to discuss progress. 
• December 5   Literature review due to advisor and Dr. Salmon  
• December 5   Research outline due to advisor and Dr. Salmon 

  
STUDENT EVALUATION: The final 6122 grade will come from evaluations of the 
literature review as a composite of the grade assigned by your faculty advisor and Dr. Salmon, 
completion of the research outline and other assignments that may come up during the course.  
 
OFFICE HOURS:  Monday- Friday 10-12:00. Other times by arrangement. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
For additional information, please refer to the NSU web site 
(http://offices.nsuok.edu/academicaffairs/SyllabiInformation.aspx). 

• NSU academic misconduct information 
• American Disabilities Act Compliance 
• Inclement weather / disaster policy 
• Teach Act 
• Accessibility 
• Release of confidential information 


