Ethical Dilemmas Workshop

Instructor’s Notes

Scene 1

First Knight





(50:05-51:57)

Lancelot has just run the gauntlet to win a kiss from the Queen. King Arthur summons Lancelot and explains the meaning behind the round table.

What ethical principles are being used and which principles are being abused?

The ethical principles being used: the Individualism View, Government Requirements View, the Utilitarian Principle, and the Risk Aversion Principle.

The ethical principles being abused: Personal Virtues View.

Scene 2

Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan 

(1:38:32-1:42:23)

Spok has just risked his life to save the lives of the crew and the ship. 

What ethical principles are being used and which are being abused?

The ethical principles being used: the Utilitarian Principle, Religious Injunctions Principle, and Risk Aversion Principle.

The ethical principle being abused: the Individualism View. 

Scene 3

Star Trek III: Search for Spok

(1:36:51-1:39:57)

The ship’s crew has just risked their lives to save the “reincarnated” Spok.

What ethical principles are being used and which principles are being abused?

The ethical principle being used: the Utilitarian Principle with a very long-term perspective.

The ethical principle being abused: Risk Aversion Principle, the Slippery-slope Principle.

Scene 4

Tommy Boy 




(1:23:46-1:24:45)

Tommy’s father’s business is being sold to their competitor at the loss of the entire factory and his way of life.

What ethical principles are being used and which principles are being abused?

The ethical principle being used: the Individualism View, Economic Efficiency View.

The ethical principle being abused: Contributing Liberty View, the Individual or Moral-rights View, Personal Virtues View. 

Scene 5


Air Force One




(58:50-59:57)

The leader of the group of terrorists has just killed a presidential aid and the president’s daughter has just watched him die.

What ethical principles are being used and which principles are being abused?

The ethical principles being used: the Individualism View (Terrorist) and the Utilitarian Principle.

The ethical principle being abused: the Individual or Moral-rights View, Personal Virtues View, Risk Aversion Principle, Universal Rules, and the Slippery-slope Rule.

Scene 6


Titanic




Tape 1(1:12:56-1:14:55)


Rose’s mom puts the pressure on Rose to get married to her fiancée. Her mom also makes sure that she realizes that Rose is doing this for the “survival of their family”.

What ethical principles are being used and which principles are being abused?

The ethical principle being used: the Utilitarian Principle, Risk Aversion Principle, and Individualism View.

The ethical principles being abused: Contributing Liberty View, The  “No Free Lunch” Rule, and The Slippery-slope R

Scene 7


Titanic




Tape 2 (0:06:14-0:07:35)


The first class passengers are loaded on the lifeboats before any other passengers. Rose’s mom and her fiancée make sure they are loaded on the boats, but Rose somehow slips away.

What ethical principles are being used and which principles are being abused?

The ethical principles being used: Procedural Justice View, the Individualism View, and Government Requirements View.

The ethical principles being abused: the Individual or Moral-rights View, Distributive Justice View, Religious Injunctions Principles, the Slippery-slope Rule.

Scene 8


Air Force One




(1:05:57-1:07:21)


When the President takes his life into his own hands to save the plane full of passengers, the Cabinet begins to turn on him. The Vice-President is outnumbered and wants to keep him alive. 

What ethical principles are being used and which principles are being abused?

The ethical principle being used: the Individual or Moral-rights View, Personal Virtues View, Universal Rules.

The ethical principle being abused: Religious Injunctions Principles, Risk Aversion Principle.

Scene 9


Air Force One




(47:12-48:35)

The President realizes that everything is fine and that he is supported when he sees the F16’s through the window. The Vice-president comes under fire from the Secretary of Defense when he throws the chain of command and the Constitution in her face.

What ethical principles are being used and which principles are being abused?

The ethical principle being used: the Slippery-slope Rule.

The ethical principles being abused: Personal Virtues View, Risk Aversion Principle.

Scene 10



Dances With Wolves



(2:16:19-2:18:42)

Kevin Costner speaks to another villager about the “white people” and tells him that there will be more to come. He states that they should go to the chief and tell him. The villagers then strike the entire village and move to the winter camp. 

What ethical principles are being used and which principles are being abused?

The ethical principle being used: Religious Injunctions Principles, and the Utilitarian Principle.  

The ethical principle being abused: “No Free Lunch” Rule.

Scene 11


Mulan





(1:23:58-1:26:02)

Mulan is confronted by the Emperor of China for stealing her father’s armor and fighting the war. After all this, Mulan is made a hero.

What ethical principles are being used and which principles are being abused?

The ethical principles being used: Government Requirements View, and the Utilitarian Principle.

The ethical principles being abused: Personal Virtues View, Risk Aversion Principle.

Scene 12


Sabrina





(2:02:02-2:10:42)

A CEO has fallen in love with the chauffeur’s daughter. The company is about to go through a large merger. 

What ethical principles are being used and which principles are being abused?

The ethical principle being used: the Individualism View.

The ethical principle being abused: Risk Aversion Principle.

