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Course Syllabus

THEATRE APPRECIATION
THTR 2763

Fall 2007/ 3 Credit Hours

MWF 11:00-11:50
NSU Playhouse
Robyn Pursley

Coordinator of Theatre

SST #3

(918) 456-5511 ext. 2793

mageern@nsuok.edu

Office Hours: 

9:00-10:00 & 1:00-2:00 MWF

9:00-11:00 TTH

Costume Shop Hours:

2:00-5:00 M-TH

Revised 8/07
GENERAL INFORMATION

Instructor Name:

Robyn Pursley
Office:



Shawnee Street Theatre #3
Campus Extension:

2793
E-mail:


mageern@nsuok.edu

FAX:



(918) 458-2348
“I” Drive Folder:

MAGEERN
Course Name:


Theatre Appreciation
Course Number:

THTR 2763
Course Credits:

3 hours

Course Meeting Times:
MWF 11:00-11:50, 08/21/06-12/08/06

Meeting Location:

NSU Playhouse





Theater
Course Description:
“A survey course designed to introduce the student to all phases of dramatic art,  including literature, acting, directing and technical procedures. Credit cannot be  earned in both THTR 2763 and HUM 2763.. “– NSU Catalog

Course Rationale:
As a general education course and a theatre major course, this class is designed to  provide all students with a base knowledge of various areas of theatre arts. 

An appreciation of the arts is essential in creating a well-rounded educated adult.  Theatre arts provide a familiar mode of arts association due to the close relationship with film and television.

Course Goals:

The following course goals give you a good idea of what you are 
expected to learn in this class.  These are broad course goals, not specific learning 
objectives. 

1. 
You will become familiar with basic terms used in theatre arts.

2.
You will understand the roles of various individuals in the production process.

3. 
You will participate in theatre in the role of an audience member.

4.
You will become familiar with the basic timeline of events in theatre history.

5.
You will develop the skills to differentiate between various styles of theatre.

6.
You will become familiar with all areas of theatre including technology and performance theories.

7.
You will become familiar with the structure of a play script.

8.
You will develop the skills to read and appreciate a play as well as watch and analyze a play in performance.
Pre-requisites:

None
Instructional Materials:
The student is responsible for attaining the following 




materials for the course:

The Theatre Experience, 10th ed. By Edwin Wilson



Tickets to 2 NSU Theatre Productions - $5 each



Access to online scripts or the library
Conduct of the Course:

As a student in this course you will be responsible for creative exercises that will be completed inside and outside of the regular class period.  In addition to these exercises, students will also be responsible for production reviews, periodic quizzes, exams and reading assignments.  Students will also be required to complete 3 hours of practical theatre experience.

See the Course Schedule in Appendix A and Course Calendar in Appendix B.
Attendance:
Attendance for this class is a must.  In order to receive credit for in-class activities and quizzes, you must be present.

Promptness is a must for successful completion of this class.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class.  If you arrive after I have taken role you will not be counted present for that class period.  Being late is rude, please do not enter my class late unless an emergency has kept you from arriving on time.  
At the end of the semester I will calculate the number of days I have you recorded as present in my grade book.  Students with no absences will receive 20 bonus points or may  opt out of the final and accept the grade they have prior to taking the final exam.  Students with 1 absence receive 15 bonus points, 2 absences 10 bonus points.  These points will be added to the area of your grade where most needed.
The absences referred to above are UNEXCUSED absences.  Excused absences will not directly affect the student’s grade.  Please consult the catalog concerning what qualifies as an excused absence – it is very difficult to get an official excused absence.
Class Procedures:  

Late Work and Missed Assignments

Class work will be considered late if it is not fully completed at the time it is taken-up during class.  Late work will be accepted on the due date until 5:00 P.M.  Work must be given to me directly or left in the mailbox outside my office.  I will check my mailbox at 5:00 P.M.  Anything left after that time will not be accepted.

*Late work that is accepted will only result in a maximum of ½ credit.  

Work missed due to an unexcused absence cannot be made-up for credit.  Arrangements 

can be made to turn in work early if you know you will be missing a class.

Quizzes missed due to tardiness or unexcused absences may not be made up.

Work missed due to an excused absence may be made-up.  Work must be turned in within two class periods after the absence.

*It is your responsibility to obtain assignments missed due to any absence.

Missed Exams

If you miss an exam due to an excused absence, it is your responsibility to arrange to take the exam before the graded exams are passed back to your classmates. The exam may not be taken once the exams are passed back.

Exams missed due to an unexcused absence may not be made up for credit.

Assistance

If you feel that you need assistance on any class assignment, please contact me during my office hours or call or e-mail to arrange a meeting time.

Grade Checks

If you need a grade check for an official NSU organization, you must notify me at least 24 hours before the grade check is due.  I will be happy to conduct a grade check, but please allow me time to do so thoroughly.

If you want to know what grade you have in the class at any point, please come by during my office hours or contact me to arrange an appointment. According to university policy, I am not at liberty to e-mail grades, tell grades over the phone, or discuss a grade with anyone other than the student.  This includes your parents, so please let them know that I cannot tell them what you are making in the class.

Incomplete Grades

A grade of incomplete will only be given under extenuating circumstances that will be determined on an individual basis.

Class Conduct

As a student in this class you are expected to show respect to me and your classmates.  You will not criticize others’ work unless solicited to do so.  Vulgar language will not be tolerated.  I reserve the right to ask a student to leave if they are using vulgar language or prohibiting others from completing their work.

Cellular phones must be put on silent or vibrate during class.  Cellular phones ringing during class will not be tolerated.  I reserve the right to confiscate your phone for the class period if it becomes disruptive.  DO NOT TEXT MESSAGE DURING MY CLASS!!!  If I see you texting during class, you will be asked to leave and will not receive credit for attending that class period.
Instructional Procedures:

This course will be taught primarily through lecture, discussion  and the practical application of theories explained through lecture and demonstration.  You will need to take notes during this class.  I will post rough outlines of lectures on my website, but they will not contain all of the information you need to pass the quizzes and exams.
Course Requirements and Grading Procedures:

As a student in this course, you decide what grade you will receive based on the effort you are willing to exert on the course work.  Your grade will be based on a points scale.  The final point total for the course will be determined by the number of quizzes, activities, assignments and exams we complete throughout the semester.  Final grades will follow a normal scale of 90%=A, 80%=B, 70%=C, 60%=D
Course Evaluation:

You will have the opportunity to evaluate both the course and instructor at the end of the semester.  Each student will complete a standard course evaluation provided by the university.  Students will also be asked to complete the instructor’s evaluation included in Appendix G.

Academic Dishonesty

Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  If I suspect you of cheating in any form, I will follow the NSU procedures for academic dishonesty.  Cheating will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.  See the university catalog for NSU policies on cheating.  These policies will be strictly enforced.  It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of these policies.

ADA Compliance

If any member of the class feels that he/she has a disability and needs special accommodations of any nature whatsoever, I will work with you and the University’s Office of Student Affairs to provide reasonable accommodations to ensure that you have a fair opportunity to perform in this class. Please alert me of such disability and the desired accommodations after the first class attended.  YOU MUST BE REGISTERED WITH STUDENT AFFAIRS TO RECEIVE TESTING ACCOMODATIONS.
Inclement Weather Policy

The following are basic premises for the inclement weather policy at Northeastern State University:

1. Classes are expected to be held if at all possible.

2. It is the student(s responsibility to receive the information when weather is questionable.

3. Neither students nor faculty are expected to risk life or limb.

4. Faculty members are obligated to hold classes if the University is not closed, unless the faculty member is unable to get to campus.

During times of inclement weather, decisions concerning day classes will be made by 6:00 a.m. in order for the media to be notified and for students to

receive the announcement before the leave home.  Decisions concerning night classes will be made by 3:00 p.m.

The following media will be notified regarding closing of the campus:

Radio Stations



Television Stations

KRMG 740 AM Tulsa


KJRH Channel 2 Tulsa

KAYI 107 FM Tulsa


KOTV Channel 6 Tulsa

KTLQ 1350 AM Tahlequah


KTUL Channel 8 Tulsa

KEOK 102 FM Tahlequah


KFSM Channel 5 Fort Smith

KBIX 1490 AM Muskogee


Cable Channel 96 Tahlequah

KMMY 97 FM Muskogee




KVOO 1170 AM Tulsa
Caveat:

The above stated procedures and schedule are subject to change at any time at the discretion of the instructor.

APPENDIX A

Course Schedule

AUGUST

----------------------------

15  Introduction to course

      Syllabus overview

17  Terminology
20  Theatre History
22

24

27  
29  No Class
31  Playwriting
SEPTEMBER

-----------------------------

3  No Class
5  
7  Oedipus Rex
10  
12

14  Exam 1
17  The Production Process
19  Directing
21

24  Acting
26

28


OCTOBER

-------------------------------

NOVEMBER

--------------------------------

2  Watch Endgame
5  Watch Endgame
7  Review for Exam 3
9  Exam 3
12 Musical Theatre
14  
16  No Class
19

21 No Class
23 No Class
26

28

30 
DECEMBER

---------------------------------

3  Wonder of the World review due
5  Final Review
7 No Class
12  11:00 Final Exam
1  Designing
3

5

8   Shadow Box Review due
10  Exam 2
12  No Class
15  ISMs
17  
19  No Class
22  watch Death of a Salesman
24  watch Death of a Salesman
26  watch Death of a Salesman
29  Performance Art
31 Children’s Theatre
APPENDIX B

Course Calendar
This calendar includes all important dates when our class will begin, end and not meet as well as official University holidays and administrative deadlines.

· August 15: Classes Begin 

· Mar 12-Aug 21: Add/Drop, Administration Building 

· August 15-21: Late Enrollment, Basement, Administration Building, $10 fee 

· August 21: Last Date to Enroll and Add Sixteen Week Classes 

· August 28 : Last Date to Withdraw from any 16 Week Classes and Receive a Refund 

· Sept 3: Labor Day Holiday, campuses closed 

· October 1: Applications for Fall Graduation Due 

· October 10: Midterm 

· October 18-19: Fall Break 

· October 24: Return of Title IV Refund Date 

· Nov 6: Last Day to Drop Sixteen Week Classes with a “W” (short term classes are pro-rated at 3/4 time from start of class) 

· Nov 16: State Centennial Day, campuses closed 

· Nov 21-25: Thanksgiving Break, campuses closed 

· Dec 7: Last Day to Drop a Single Class or Withdraw from all Sixteen Week Classes 
NOTE: A grade of “W” can be assigned in classes dropped between November 11 and December 8 only if the student has a passing grade at the time the class is dropped.) 

· Dec 6-7: Student Study Days 

· Dec 10-14: Finals 

· Dec 14: Semester Ends 

· Dec 15: Commencement 

· Dec 17: Winter Intersession Begins 

· Dec 18: Faculty Grade Verifications Due (1:00 p.m.) 

· Dec 20: Grades Available at Web Services (grades will not be mailed)
APPENDIX C

Play Reading Outline

The following play will be discussed throughout the semester.  Consult the course schedule to see specific date of when they will be discussed.  It is your responsibility to obtain a copy of the play to read.  You can access an electronic copy of the script on my website: 
Oedipus Rex (aka Oedipus the King) by Sophocles

PLAY READING
A. Short summary of story - 3 points
B. Statement of MDQ and theme – 4 points
C. Answer to MDQ – 1 point
D. Definition of plot points – 5 points
E. Define climax of action – 2 points
F. Possible production obstacles – 3 points
G. Summary of main characters and their traits – 5 points
H. Overall likes and dislikes – 2 points
NOTE:

The outline you create should be an aid in our discussion of the material  It should be in outline form so the information is readily accessible during discussion.  The outline must be completed before class in order for you to receive credit – I will initial all outlines before discussion begins.  BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS WHAT YOU INCLUDE IN YOUR OUTLINE!!!!

APPENDIX D

Production Review Guidelines
*A production review will be written for two NSU Theatre Company productions:

The Shadow Box
October 3-6
Wonder of the World
November 27-30

*****Check your calendar NOW to make sure you can attend these productions.  If not, I am willing to offer alternative performances for you to attend.  You must let me know by THE END OF THE SECOND WEEK OF CLASS!!!!
The production review should be… (4 points)

 2-3 pages long

typed

double spaced

Times New Roman

12 Font

1 in. margins on all four sides

Title “Production review of ____________” at top of page (set at 1 in. from top) w/ 1 line between title and first line of review.

Divided into paragraphs based on review sections outlined below

Citations used for any information taken from director’s notes, textbook, etc.

The production review should include the following sections:

Introduction (2 points):
Production date, time, location, author, director.
Summary of story (2 points):
One paragraph defining the main plot and major subplots of the play.

Discussion of theme and MDQ (7 points):
What is the theme? MDQ?  How did you determine them?  Were they conveyed well? Etc.

Opinion of Technical Elements (5 points):
Discuss set, props, lights, sound, costumes

Opinion of Performances (3 points):
Discuss the performance of the primary characters.   Your opinions will only bee known by me.

Overall Opinion of Production (2 points):
What did you think of the play as a whole? Was it worthwhile? Would you tell others about it?
TOTAL 25 points

*Points will be deducted for failure to follow format rules and not elaborating on statements made in the paper

APPENDIX E
Theatre Practicum Log

*Each student will complete 3 hours of practical experience in the theatre.  Hours may be earned through the following activities:

Scene Shop – located upstairs in the Shawnee Street Theatre – M-TH 2 to 5 P.M.

Costume Shop – (same as Scene Shop location and times)

Ushering – must sign up one week before a production opens – 7:00 to 8:00 on show            nights

Box Office – must be approved by faculty – 6:45-7:45 on show nights and 2-5 M-F

House Manager – must be approved by faculty – 7:00-9:00 on show nights

Auditioning – you must attend an NSU Theatre Co. audition and deliver a prepared audition as well as complete an audition form – August 21st at 3:00 P.M. SST

Show Participation – performing in a show, working as running crew on a show or participating in strike for a show

*If you are unable to make any of these times you MUST LET ME KNOW BY THE END OF THE FIRST WEEK OF CLASS.  I am willing to try to make arrangements at other times for you to complete hours.  I will consider assigning an alternate assignment for students who ABSOLUTELY CANNOT complete the hours.
KEEP TRACK OF YOUR HOURS ON THE FOLLOWING TABLE

	ACTIVITY
	DATE
	HOURS
	FACULTY SIGNATURE

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


*You may complete more than one hour at a time or less.  If you need additional space, add lines below.






