Children’s Theatre

Chapter 7 – Puppetry and Mask Making

· Puppetry starts in dramatic play

· Therapeutic/socializing value

· Puppets are actors

· Puppeteers are the actor’s mind

Activity:  Handy actors

Making puppets:

-string puppets

-hand puppets


*socks, bags, sticks, etc.

-body puppets

Activity: Bandanna puppets


*In groups of 3-4, write a short scenario with 2-3 characters.  Act out the scenario 
with your puppets as someone reads the scenario.

Bringing your puppet to life

*moving the head

*walking

*running

*skipping

*eating

*talking

Puppet Projects:

· Shoot for 3-5 minutes in length

· Each character should be a vital part of the story. 

· Each character should have dialogue.  

· There can be a narrator character, but each person in class must make a puppet, therefore if you use a narrator, you must solicit someone outside of your group to read the part.  The subject should be educational in that it teaches a lesson, moral, or makes a significant social statement.  

· There should be a clear beginning, middle and end to the story.

Time Line:

11/08 – begin puppets (bring Styrofoam ball, newspaper, Elmers glue, craft glue, or Modge Podge – outlines of stories due (including character description)

11/13 – work on puppets in class

11/15 – work on puppets in class

11/20 – scripts due – work on puppets in class

11/22 – no class – Thanksgiving

11/27 – 5 minute rehearsals during class

11/29 – 5 minute rehearsals during class

12/4 – perform shows

12/6 – perform shows

12/11 – 11:00 A.M. – turn in group evaluations by 12:50 P.M.

