Children’s Theatre – Lecture 2

CREATIVE DRAMA

Theatre is an art


-differs from other arts


-the most fleeting


-involves the participant more


-needs an audience

Theatre in education


-goal of education: aid growth of individual as person and member of society


-theatre involves a group: promotes working as an ensemble


-teaches sensitivity  through “walking in others’ shoes”


-least expensive of all arts to use in the classroom

Theatre vs. Drama


-Theatre is audience centered


-Drama is participant centered

Dramatic Play


-earliest and most primitive form of dramatic expression


-not drama or a performance of any type


-free play of young children


-fragmentary


-unpredictable, unscripted: no begin, middle, end; un-focused


-imitation


-expression of emotions

Creative Drama and playmaking


-informal drama


-improvised


-structured: some semblance of beginning, middle and end


-participants play various roles


-those not participating are observers rather than audience


-usually involve those 5 years old and up


-different degrees of structure and formality



*some form of leader: might be teacher or participant – guide, not director



*might involve a large group or just a few



*no written script, but some guidance by leader; dialogue discussed

Children’s Theatre


-formal productions for a child audience


-directed


-memorized dialogue


-some form of spectacle expected

The Child’s Role


-dramatic play is all theirs


-creative drama is guided by someone; more pressure to adhere to structure


-children’s theatre let’s them experience the structured art



*children should not be put in front of an audience unless they request



*expectations should not be the same as adults and older children



*10-11 years old is the transition age



*older children should not be deprived of the experience

DRAMATIC STRUCTURE

Aristotle’s Six Elements of a play


1. Plot (fable)


2. Thought (theme)


3. Character


4. Music (melody)


5. Diction (Language)


6. Spectacle

Plot


-the story


-Linear or episodic

-involves:


*exposition


*conflict


*climax


*resolution or denouement

-source of unity

Thought


-theme


-moral of the story


-message

Character


-those involved in the conflict


-medium for theme to be conveyed


-identifiable


-protagonist vs. antagonist


-must be believable

Music


-enhances mood


-Greek drama has musical accompaniment


-evokes emotion: underscore of movie


-human voice is instrument

Dialogue


-lines of the play


-words of the characters


-spoken by the actors


-advances the plot


-informs the audience


-tells the story

Spectacle


-eye candy


-all visual elements


-last on list for Aristotle


-important in kids theatre

Comedy vs. Tragedy


-ends satisfactorily


-ends with defeat

Dramatic Irony


-audience knows more than character


-character’s actions are ironic to audience because they know a secret

Assignment # 1

Choose a children’s story and discuss how Aristotle’s six elements would be present in that story if translated into a play for the stage.

