
Cherokee Education Degree Program as of spring 2009
Mission Statement
The Cherokee Education Degree Program was founded to prepare its students to be teachers and speakers of the Cherokee language, and to impart those essential elements dealing with Cherokee lifeways to its students. More than just the learning and teaching of language, the Cherokee program seeks to transform students not only in terms of their choice of language, but as representatives of lifeways as well. 

1.  Specific Program Goals

The following goals have been established for the Bachelor of Arts in Education with a Cherokee Major degree program:

· To provide an innovative undergraduate program that prepares students for K-12 teaching positions in Cherokee;

· To produce teachers who are fluent in speaking Cherokee and proficient in the reading and writing of Cherokee;

· To produce teachers who are knowledgeable about the Cherokee culture and who receive preparation to teach about the Cherokee cultural heritage;

· To provide a program that prepares students with the necessary skills and methods for teaching the speaking, reading and writing of Cherokee.

2.  Specific Program Objectives

Upon successfully completing the B.A. in Education with the Cherokee Major degree program, students should be able to:

· Speak the Cherokee language at the Advanced-Mid level as established by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL);

· Write with the Cherokee syllabary at the Intermediate-High level as established by the ACTFL;

· Read the Cherokee syllabary at the Intermediate-High level as established by the ACTFL;

· Demonstrate knowledge of pre-contact culture, cultural change and contemporary culture through course work and construction of curricular units for K-12 grade levels;

· Analyze the morphology, phonology and semantics of the Cherokee language

· Demonstrate understanding of language teaching approaches and methods through courses, curricular planning and field experiences;

· Assess the status of Cherokee speech communities, the effects of language endangerment and approaches to language revitalization;

· Critique literature and historical documents written in the Cherokee language;

· Demonstrate professional conduct and responsibilities in the classroom through field experiences and course work.

Current Cherokee courses offered:
Cher 1114

Elementary Cherokee I (every semester)


4 hours
Cher 1123

Elementary Cherokee II (every spring)


3 hours

Cher 2123

Intermediate Cherokee II (every fall)



3 hours

Cher 2322

Cherokee Conversational Practicum II


2 hours

Cher 3113

Advanced Cherokee I
(every fall)



3 hours

Cher 3123

Advanced Cherokee II (every spring)



3 hours

Cher 3513 

Methods for Immersion Classroom (every fall)

3 hours
Cher 3613 

Methods for Teaching Cher. Literacy
(every spring)

3 hours
Cher 3763 

Native Languages of North America (every other spring)
3 hours
Cher 3813

Current Issues in Language Revitalization (every other fall)
3 hours

Cher 4123

Cherokee Legal History (every other spring)


3 hours

Cher 4410

Special Topic Workshop




1-5 hrs

Cher 4113

Cherokee Cultural Heritage (every fall)


3 hours
Cher 4413 

Cherokee Linguistics (every fall)



3 hours
Cher 4513

History of Indian Education (every other spring)

3 hours

Cher 4613

Cherokee Literature and Texts (every other fall)

3 hours

Cher 4820

Directed Studies





1-5 hrs

Proposed Program of Study 

Bachelor of Arts in Education

Cherokee Major

Cher 1113

Elementary Cherokee I




3 hours*

Cher 1312

Conversational Cherokee I




2 hours

Cher 1123

Elementary Cherokee II




3 hours 

Cher 1322

Conversational Cherokee II




2 hours

Cher 2113

Intermediate Cherokee I




3 hours

Cher 2312

Cherokee Conversational Practicum I



2 hours

Cher 2123

Intermediate Cherokee II




3 hours

Cher 2322

Cherokee Conversational Practicum II


2 hours

Cher 3113

Advanced Cherokee I





3 hours

Cher 3123

Advanced Cherokee II





3 hours

Cher 3513

Methods for Immersion Classroom



3 hours

Cher 3613

Methods for Teaching Cherokee Literacy


3 hours

Cher 4113

Cherokee Cultural Heritage




3 hours

Choose at least 5 hours from the following electives:



5 hours

Cher/Engl 3283
Methods and Second Language Acquisition


3 hours

Cher 3813 

Current Issues in Language Revitalization


3 hours

Engl 4083

Linguistics






3 hours

Cher 4123

Cherokee Legal History




3 hours

Cher 4410

Special Topic Workshop




1-5 hrs

Cher 4513

History of Indian Education




3 hours

Cher 4613

Cherokee Literature and Texts



3 hours

Cher 4820

Directed Studies





1-5 hrs

Total:










40 hours


*If taken as Humanities requirement, may not be counted toward major requirements.

Catalog Descriptions for Course Changes and New Courses

Description for Engl 4083 is already in the catalog. 

Cher 1113
Elementary Cherokee I






3 hours

Development of listening, pronunciation, speaking skills and socio-linguistics/culture of the Cherokees.  Concurrent enrollment- must be taken with CHER 1312.  No prerequisite.

CHER 1312
Conversational Cherokee I






2 hours

Practice of listening, pronunciation, speaking skills, within everyday contexts.  Concurrent enrollment-must be taken with CHER 1113.  No prerequisite.

CHER 1123
Elementary Cherokee II






3 hours

Continuation of listening, pronunciation, speaking skills, and socio-linguistics/culture of the Cherokees.  Concurrent enrollment-must be taken with CHER 1322.  Prerequisite CHER 1113 and CHER 1312 or equivalent.

CHER 1322
Conversational Cherokee II






2 hours

Practice of listening, pronunciation, speaking skills, within everyday contexts.  Concurrent enrollment-must be taken with CHER 1123.  Prerequisite CHER 1113 and CHER 1312 or equivalent.

CHER 2113
Intermediate Cherokee I






3 hours

Continuation of listening, pronunciation, speaking skills and the master-apprenticeship experience.  Introduction to reading and writing in the Cherokee syllabary.  Conducted in Cherokee.  Concurrent enrollment-must be taken with CHER 2312.  Prerequisite CHER 1123 and CHER 1322 or equivalent.

CHER 2312
Cherokee Conversational Practicum I





2 hours

Field or lab experience in listening, pronunciation, speaking skills, within everyday contexts.  Concurrent enrollment-must be taken with CHER 2113.  Prerequisite CHER 1123 and CHER 1322 or equivalent.

CHER 2123
Intermediate Cherokee II






3 hours

Continuation of listening, pronunciation and speaking skills and the master-apprenticeship experience.  Continued introduction to reading and writing in the Cherokee syllabary.  Conducted in Cherokee.  Concurrent enrollment- must be taken with CHER 2322.  Prerequisite CHER 2113 and CHER 2312 or equivalent.

CHER 2322
Cherokee Conversational Practicum II




2 hours

Field or lab experience in listening, pronunciation, speaking skills, within everyday contexts.  Concurrent enrollment- must be taken with CHER 2123.  Prerequisite CHER 2113 and CHER 2312 or equivalent.

CHER 3113
Advanced Cherokee I
3 hours

Skills in advanced structures, expressions, and patterns. Reading and writing using the Cherokee syllabary. Conducted in Cherokee. Prerequisite CHER 2123 and 2322, or equivalent.

CHER 3123
Advanced Cherokee II
3 hours

Continuation of skills in advanced structures, expressions, and patterns. Reading and writing using the Cherokee syllabary. Conducted in Cherokee. Prerequisite CHER 3113 or equivalent.

CHER/ENGL 3283 Methods and Second Language Acquisition



3 hours

An introduction to current theories of second language acquisition and the language teaching methodologies based on these theories. No prerequisite.

CHER 3513
Methods for Immersion Classroom
3 hours

Examination of theories and practices of immersion techniques in language teaching and second language acquisition with applications for teaching Cherokee. The emphasis is on immersion classrooms and teaching methods at the pre-kindergarten through elementary levels. Includes field experience and conducted in Cherokee. Prerequisite Intermediate Cherokee II.

CHER 3613
Methods for Teaching Cherokee Literacy
3 hours

Reading and writing in the Cherokee syllabary and the phonetic alphabet. Teaching methods and translation for the development of Cherokee curriculum materials for kindergarten through twelfth grade.  Conducted in Cherokee. Prerequisite Advanced Cherokee I.

CHER 3813
Current Issues in Language Revitalization
3 hours

Examination of the situation of language endangerment in different parts of the world. Topics include language policies, language revitalization efforts, and language planning. Emphasis on policies affecting Cherokee language and education. Course will explore factors influencing language maintenance, loss and revival, and the goals of different approaches to language revitalization. May be conducted in Cherokee. No prerequisite.

CHER 4113 Cherokee Cultural Heritage






3 hours
The study of Cherokee culture from the time of initial contact with Europeans to the contemporary Cherokee society. Various aspects of the culture will be examined and among the topics covered will be: social and political organization, laws and governance, subsistence and agriculture, economic changes, language and literacy, ceremony and ritual, and everyday life ways.

CHER 4123
Cherokee Legal History
3 hours

The study of Cherokee history examining the divergent development of the Eastern and Western Cherokees. Topics include: social and political foundations, development of constitutional government, dissolution and revitalization of the Cherokee Nation in the 20th century, and legal issues. May be conducted in Cherokee. No prerequisite.

CHER 4410
Special Topic Workshop

1-6 hours

Provides for varied topics in Cherokee language curriculum development and language acquisition for individual or group involvement. May be repeated with different topics to a maximum of 6 hours. May be conducted in Cherokee. Prerequisite permission of instructor.

CHER 4513
History of Indian Education

3 hours

Studies Indian educational history by examining colonial civilization efforts, offerings of missionary and religious societies, and tribal educational systems through the 1800s. Examines these topics and policies in the 19th and 20th centuries: treaty provisions, boarding schools, milestone educational studies, Bureau of Indian Affairs policies, and Congressional legislation. Tribal self-determination in education. No prerequisite.

CHER 4613
Cherokee Literature and Texts

3 hours

Development in Cherokee literacy by reading documents and texts such as newspapers, legal documents, and linguistics texts. Reading Cherokee literary forms: essays, polemics, and written accounts of oral traditions. Creating new literature with written materials (poetry, stories, autobiographies, and other prose forms). Conducted in Cherokee. Prerequisite CHER 3123 or equivalent.

CHER 4820
Directed Studies

1-5 hours

Individual research project or master-apprenticeship experience. Content of course will vary with needs and interest of those who enroll. May be repeated with different topics to a maximum of 5 hours. May be conducted in Cherokee. Prerequisite permission of instructor.

Tentative Class Rotation
If approved, the major program will begin during the Fall Semester 2005. Introductory language courses will be scheduled sequentially on a Fall-Spring basis but, due to students’previous course work and/or language experiences, some adjustments will be made for the Fall 2005 schedule. For students who pass the assessment instrument for the Elementary Cherokee classes or who have the equivalent of the Elementary Cherokee classes, Cherokee 2113 and Cherokee 2312 will be offered. Also, all major program courses will be scheduled for the Tahlequah campus.
Fall 2005



Spring 2006



Summer 2006
Cher 1113-Elem Cher I

Cher 1123-Elem Cher II

Cher 3813-Curr Topics

Cher 1312-Conv Cher I

Cher 1322-Conv Cher II

Cher 4113-Cher Cult Her

Cher 1123-Elem Cher II

Cher 2123-Inter Cher II

Cher 4123-Cher Leg Hist

Cher 1322-Conv Cher II

Cher 2322-Conv Pract II

Cher 4513-Hist Ind Ed

Cher 2113-Inter Cher I

Cher 4410-Spec Top Wksp

Cher 2312-Conv Pract I

Cher 4820-Dir Stu

Cher 4113-Cher Cult Her

Fall 2006



Spring 2007



Summer 2007

Cher 1113-Elem Cher I

Cher 1123-Elem Cher II

Cher 3813-Curr Topics

Cher 1312-Conv Cher I

Cher 1322-Conv Cher II

Cher 4113-Cher Cult Her

Cher 2113-Inter Cher I

Cher 2123-Inter Cher II

Cher 4123-Cher Leg Hist

Cher 2312-Conv Pract I

Cher 2322-Conv Pract II

Cher 4513-Hist Ind Ed

Cher 3113-Adv Cher I

Cher 3123-Adv Cher II

Cher 3513-Meth Im Clsrm

Cher 3613-Meth Tch Cher Lit

Cher 4113-Cher Cult Her

Cher 4410-Spec Top Wksp

Cher 4820-Dir Stu


Cher 4613-Cher Lit & Text

Fall 2007



Spring 2008



Summer 2008
Cher 1113-Elem Cher. I

Cher 1123-Elem Cher II

Cher 3813-Curr Top

Cher 1312-Conv Cher. I

Cher 1322-Conv Cher II

Cher 4113-Cher Cult Her

Cher 2113-Inter Cher I

Cher 2123-Inter Cher II

Cher 4123-Cher Leg Hist

Cher 2312-Cher Conv. Pract. I
Cher 2322-Conv Pract II

Cher 4513-Hist Ind Ed

Cher 3113-Adv Cher I

Cher 3123-Adv Cher II

Cher/Engl 3283-Meth Sec Lang
Cher 3613-Meth Tch Cher Lit


Cher 3513-Meth Im Class

Cher 4410-Spec Top Wksp

Cher 4113-Cher Cult Her

Cher 4820-Dir Stu

Cher 4820-Dir Stu

Courses for academic years 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 will be on a rotational basis.

Syllabi
Except for Engl 4083, for which a syllabus is already available in the Department of Languages and Literature, a complete set of syllabi for the proposed program of study is included as appendices. The syllabi are intended as guides for the instructors who may adapt them as applicable to specific courses.

C. Academic Standards

Admission standards for undergraduate students are clearly defined in the Northeastern State University 2004 Catalog under the heading REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION with the following subheadings:

First-Time Entering Freshmen

Admission Requirements-Performance

Admission requirements-Curricular

Special Admissions

Admission by Transfer

Readmission of Former Students

Non-Academic Criteria

International Students

In general, admission to NSU requires that first-time freshmen must have completed high school or a high school equivalency, must have met the high school curricular requirements, must have participated in the American College Testing program or an acceptable battery of tests, and must have met one of the following:

1. Maintained a four year high school grade point average of 2.70 or higher on a 4.00

Grading scale, and ranked scholastically among the upper 50% of their graduating class, or 

2. Have a 2.70 GPA in the 15 high school courses required for college entry, or 

3. Attained a composite score of 20 or higher on the ACT or a similar acceptable battery of


tests.

Retention standards are detailed similarly under the heading ACADEMIC INFORMATION and the subheading, Retention Standards. In general, students must maintain a 2.00 GPA after the completion of 30 hours or be subject to probation or suspension penalties. The Teacher Education Program requires that teacher candidates maintain a 2.50 GPA in the professional education courses and a 2.50 cumulative GPA to earn a teacher education degree.

A Four-Year Graduation Plan for the Bachelor of Arts in Education Degree with a Cherokee major is submitted on the following page and will be presented to students to assist them in meeting their goal of graduation in four years.





D. Faculty

Recruiting qualified faculty may be the greatest challenge for this proposed new degree program.  As with any language programs the need is for instructors who are highly fluent or bi-literate (speaking, reading, writing) in the Cherokee language.  Further, the long-range goal proposed for year 2010, is that all classes, except selected classes, will be taught in the immersion method in the Cherokee language.  From 2005 to 2009, the courses will initially be taught in Cherokee and English primarily by adjunct faculty but by 2010 all courses will be instructed in the Cherokee language by faculty who possess superior proficiency (level 5) as established by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL).  Presently, the following faculty have been identified for courses.

The table below summarizes faculty qualifications and courses that will be taught.

Course



Faculty


Education*

Qualifications
Cher 1113-Elem Cher I
Harry Oosahwee

BA Ed


ACTFL 5

Cher 1312-Conv Cher I
Northeastern State




Experience teaching

Cher 1123-Elem Cher II
 University, 1990




 college level Cherokee. 

Cher 1322-Conv Cher II






 
 Currently  enrolled in 

Cher 2113-Inter Cher I







 M.Ed. Program.
 

Cher 2312-Conv Pract I









Cher 2123-Inter Cher II




Cher 2322-Conv Pract II








Cher 3113-Adv Cher I










Cher 3123-Adv Cher II






Cher 3513-Meth Im Clsrm
 Gloria
Sly


Ph.D. Educ.

ACTFL 3

Cher 3613-Meth Tch Cher Lit University of


Leadership

Experience in higher 

Cher 3813-Curr Iss Lang Rev
 Oklahoma, 1992




education, school admin., 












supervision of immersion












classrooms. Experience in












language revitalization 












programs.

Cher 4113-Cher Cult Her
 Phyllis Fife


Ed.D. Curr/Instr
10+ years teaching college


Cher 4613-Cher Lit and Texts University of





level Cherokee Heritage.

Cher 4410-Spec Top Wksp
 Arkansas, 1994




16+ years experience in 












Bilingual Education, 












Teacher Education, Tribal 












Studies, Research and 












conducting workshops.

Cher/Eng 3283-Meth &
Mayrene Bentley
Ph.D. Linguistics

Assistant Professor of

 Sec Lang Acquis

Indiana University,




English and Foreign 

Engl 4083-Linguistics

1994






Language. Currently 

Cher 4820-Dir Stu








teaches Engl 3283 &












Engl 4083.

Cher 4123-Cher

Julia Coates

Ph.D. History


Currently teaches 

Legal History


University of





Cherokee Legal History





New Mexico,





for Cherokee Nation. 





2002






Research on Cherokee












History.

Cher 4513-Hist Ind Ed
Marilyn Watt

Ph.D. Educ Theory/Policy
Conducted workshops,





Pennsylvania





presentations, and taught





State University,




units on history of Indian





1986






Education for graduate












Programs. Research and












Publications on the History












of Indian Education.

Because of the need to have qualified Cherokee-speaking instructors, not all classes will be offered during the traditional weekly semester schedule.  Some classes will be offered as distance learning, weekend college, evening courses, or in special seminars where visiting or adjunct faculty can be invited to teach various courses.  As an example, planning has already begun for a 4-week seminar sponsored by the Cherokee Nation and the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians (North Carolina) and funded by the Cherokee Preservation Foundation for four 3-credit courses offered by NSU and/or Western Carolina University (WCU).  Plans include offering four courses (Cher 3813, Cher 4113, Cher 4123, Cher 4513) during the summer of 2006, if affiliation agreements can be worked out between NSU and WCU. Special arrangements for course offerings will likely be used until qualified full-time faculty can be recruited.  The Department of Languages and Literature will collaborate with the Cherokee Nation to identify qualified faculty.  It is anticipated that growth of the program at the Tahlequah campus will necessitate the addition of one full time director/instructor by fall 2006, but until that time, adjunct faculty and special course offerings will be used. 
E. Support Resources

John Vaughan Library
The John Vaughan Library at Northeastern State University is a comprehensive library with adequate holdings and services to support the proposed degree. In addition to printed books and materials, government documents, references, and periodicals, digitized resources, microfilm, microfiche, and other multimedia formats are available. Electronic access is available from all campuses and off campus and lending library services are offered. It holds an abundance of resources related to the study of American Indians and individual tribal history and culture, as well as information on Oklahoma History. The library maintains several collections of Oklahoma and Native American newspapers dating back to the eighteen hundreds and an archive collection which could be used as supplementary teaching materials. The Special Collections section holds over 800 titles related to the study of Cherokee. Some materials are available in both English and the Cherokee syllabary. 

Classroom Facilities
Classroom facilities for the degree program will be centrally located in Seminary Hall on the Tahlequah campus. In addition to Seminary Hall, classrooms for related courses will be housed in the Education Building, Library, and the NET Building where facilities are available for computer labs, distance learning, and interactive television. Adequate facilities and space are also available at both the Broken Arrow and Muskogee campuses where high-tech classrooms and lecture auditoriums are easily accessible. The computer labs located in the College of Education, Seminary Hall, and the John Vaughan Library are available for instructors to reserve for use during class and will be used for language labs. The computer labs in the NET building are open for student use twenty-hours a day, seven days a week, and are fully equipped with internet access. A new service called Web VPN gives students and faculty more interactive capabilities with easy remote access to campus networks.

F. Demand for the Program

In the late 1960's Northeastern State College (NSU) and the Cherokee Nation (CN) began the noble efforts of providing Cherokee language instruction through classes on campus and in many Cherokee communities. However, 40 years later the decline in the number of Cherokee speakers has continued to such a critical state that now only the elder tribal members are still able to speak the language. In response, NSU and the CN have engaged in a bold new collaboration to challenge Cherokees and others to not just learn to speak the language in its rudimentary form, but to be proficient and put into practice the more complex and beautiful aspects of the literate language.

In 2002 the CN conducted a survey to quantify the Cherokee language fluency rate of tribal members living in 14 counties of northeastern Oklahoma.  Results indicate that less than 7 percent of survey respondents can speak the Cherokee language.  When this finding is applied to the Joshua Fishman Scale of Language Loss, the Cherokee language is considered to be about two generations from extinction.  In contrast, however, when respondents were asked to rate their opinion about the importance of language revitalization, almost all (95%) said that keeping the language was very important to preserving the cultural identity and heritage of Cherokee people.

Revitalization of the Cherokee language is the number one priority of the Cherokee Nation and, thus, the tribe has the greatest demand for qualified Cherokee language teachers for its programs, field offices and tribal communities. Although the Cultural Resources Center annually provides language classes in ten communities, additional community groups have requested Cherokee language classes in the past two years. The unmet need is ever increasing and is due principally to the lack of adequately prepared Cherokee language teachers.

Area school administrators also recognize the importance of teaching the Cherokee language to a large Cherokee student population of 17,634 students within the CN jurisdiction. In January, 2004, the CN convened area administrators to receive grants from revenue generated from the sale of tribal automobile licenses, and virtually all 87 public school administrators said they would be interested in having the Cherokee language taught if academically prepared language teachers could be hired. The Cherokee Nation also provides slightly more than $1.0 million annually in Johnson O’Malley educational grants to 75 school districts. All JOM Programs are developing specific language goals for the 2004-05 academic year and many are in need of qualified language teachers. This indicates not only an enormous interest from the public schools, but also a strong commitment by the CN to direct its own financial resources toward the revitalization of the Cherokee language in the public schools of northeastern Oklahoma.
Student Demand – Although several post-secondary institutions offer Cherokee language classes, none has a degree-granting program in the Cherokee language.  Because of employer demand of the Cherokee Nation (CN) and the public schools in northeastern Oklahoma, we believe there will be no difficulty in obtaining students for this program.  The CN received a federal grant (Administration on Native Americans, SEDS Grant) which proposes that 20 students will be recruited and enrolled in the program by fall 2005.  As of fall 2004, 17 students have been recruited.  The goal is to increase student enrollment by 10% each year as well as to provide additional scholarship funding for more students.  Also, since many of the courses will be of 
interest to students majoring in Native American Studies and other majors, additional students will enroll in individual Cherokee major courses as a part of their degree program.  Below is a chart that shows conservative student demand for the Cherokee Major program:

Year


# of Students In Program


Degree Conferred


2005-06


17





0


2006-07


18





0


2007-08


21





0


2008-09


23





5

2009-10


25





5

Employer Demand – Graduates of this program can reasonably expect to be able to secure employment with two major employers; the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, the largest single employer in northeastern Oklahoma, and the public schools located within the 14 county jurisdictional service area of the Cherokee Nation.

G. Unnecessary Duplication

The Bachelor of Arts in Education with a Cherokee major is distinctive since no other degree program in a native language is offered in Oklahoma colleges and universities.  Currently, students may receive individual courses in native languages at other institutions, but the concern of duplication is not relevant.  Rather, other colleges or universities may wish to use the proposed program as a model in developing similar programs.

H.  Cost and Funding of the Proposed Program

The proposed program is structured in such a way that implementation can be supported using existing resources and tuition-generated revenue.  The current resources are adequate to support and sustain the program in the beginning phase, since NSU already offers five 3-credit hour courses in Cherokee that are the foundation upon which the new degree program proposal is created.  The implementation plan calls for the use of well-qualified adjunct faculty to teach courses in the beginning. The reader is reminded that the proposed program is unique and, if approved, NSU will be the first university in Oklahoma to offer such a degree program. The proposed program was also developed in response to a time-sensitive native language revitalization need of the Cherokee Nation and negotiations are in progress for annual funding commitments from the tribe to support the quality and development of the program. NSU will also be seeking external funding in the form of foundation and federal grants.  

Support from the Cherokee Nation has already been requested in the amount of a $100,000 allocation for FY 05. Pending approval of this budget request, funds will be available for full time personnel and student assistants, as well as equipment and supplies to develop a language lab and a curriculum lab for creating and reproducing needed instructional materials. Multiyear funding for this source will be requested on a year-to-year basis. 

Proposal development is also underway to apply for a three-year Documenting Endangered Languages grant that is jointly funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF) and the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).  If awarded, the grant will fund activities such as field work for recording and documenting the Cherokee language; the preparation of lexicons, text samples, grammars, and databases; and the development of formats for portability to teachers, learners, and other users.  

External grants will also be explored to upgrade technology hardware to facilitate videoconferencing and other means of distance learning.  Requests have already been received from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Western Carolina University to collaborate on course offerings and seminars. The possibility of cooperative activities among the universities, Cherokee Nation, and the Eastern Band Cherokees of North Carolina holds promise for the sharing of resources as well as outcomes.  

Cost/Funding Explanation

While awaiting confirmation of funding sources for the program’s development, the budget for 2005-2006 is submitted with institutional resources to begin the program. New costs will consist only of adjunct salaries for two courses each during the fall and spring semesters, a total of  $7,800. NSU already supports three language courses and two elective courses in Cherokee, with 9 credit hours offered each semester. The other course in Spring 2006 is an arranged course and will be assigned to a departmental faculty member.  The summer term schedule which is proposed will be funded by external funding from Cherokee Nation. 



Fall 2004 enrollment for the three Cherokee courses offered are: CHER 1113- Elem Cher I (31); CHER 1313-Cher Oral Lang I (15); and CHER 2123-Cher Heritage II (10).  Assuming that a portion of the student enrollment is due to fulfilling a Humanities requirement or to personal interest, the new student enrollment should at least be the following:


Fall 2005


Spring 2006


Summer 2006

CHER 1113 – 17

CHER 1123 – 17

CHER 3813 – 15


CHER 1312 – 17

CHER 1322 – 17

CHER 4113 – 15


CHER 2113 – 10

CHER 2123 – 10

CHER 4123 – 15


CHER 2312 – 10

CHER 2322 – 10

CHER 4513 – 15

CHER 4113 – 12

CHER 4410 –   5 



60




66

CHER 4820 –   5








64

TOTAL NEW ENROLLMENT: 190

Program Resource Requirements

A. Funding Sources






1st Year of Program

	Total Resources Available from Federal Sources
	0

	Total Resources Available from Other Non-State Sources
	0

	Existing State Resources
	$ 7,800

	State Resources Available through Internal Allocation and Reallocation
	0

	Student Tuition
	$19,000

	TOTAL*
	$26,900


B. Breakdown of Budget Expenses/Requirements


1st Year of Program

	Adjunct Faculty
	$13,800

	Facilities
	0

	Other Support Services
	0

	TOTAL*
	$13,800


*Projected revenue above cost:  $13,000

I. Program Review and Assessment

External program assessment will be accomplished on a regular basis once competencies and assessment instruments are developed by the Oklahoma State Department of Education and the Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation.  At NSU evaluation of courses and faculty is accomplished annually by students enrolled in courses and on a regular schedule by departmental evaluations of tenured and non-tenured faculty, including adjunct faculty.  A preliminary proposal will be submitted to the Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation.  Once approved then the program will be reviewed internally on an annual basis.  In addition a formal external program review will be conducted on a seven year cycle in keeping with the NCATE accreditation process.  It is anticipated that an ongoing evaluation of the program will be provided by Dr. Akira Yamamoto, Linguistics Professor in the Department of Anthropology at the University of Kansas, and by Dr. Pila Wilson, Hawaiian Language Professor at the University of Hawaii, since they have been involved in the design of the program from the onset.

BA/EDUC – Cherokee Major


Four Year Graduation Plan





Semester I


     Course			     Credit Hours





ORIE 1001    College Strategies		1


ENGL 1113   Composition I		3


SPCH 1113   Fundamentals of Oral Comm.  3


HED 1113     Personal Health		3


CHER 1113  Elementary Cherokee I	3


CHER 1312  Conversational Cherokee I	2





		Total Credit Hours           15





Semester II


     Course			     Credit Hours





ENGL 1213   Composition II		3


MATH 1473  Math Structures		3


SCI  1114      General Physical Science	4


CHER 1123   Elementary Cherokee II	3


CHER 1322   Conversational Cherokee II	2





		Total Credit Hours           15





* denotes elective courses





Semester VII


     Course			     Credit Hours





SPED 4433  Educ. Of Excep. Child		3


EDUC 4032 Pre-Intern II			2


EDUC 4563 Management of Elem. Class.	3


*CHER 4613 Cherokee Literature and Texts	3


*CHER 4820  Directed Studies		2


	Elective				3


		Total Credit Hours	16





Semester VIII


     Course			     Credit Hours





EDUC 4050  Intern Teaching		10


EDUC 4252  Seminar			 2


*CHER 4410  Special Topic Workshop	 1





		Total Credit Hours	13





*Summer and/or Short-Term Classes:	6-9 hours of education classes





Semester V


     Course			     Credit Hours





CHER 3113  Advanced Cherokee I		3


EDUC 3113  Educational Psychology	3


EDUC 3313 Pre-Intern I			3


*EDUC 4023  Reading and Language	3


           Development of the Young Child


CHER 3613  Methods for Teaching 	3


	       Cherokee Literacy


                             Total Credit Hours     	15








Semester VI


     Course			     Credit Hours





*READ 4023  Reading and Lang. Dev.	3


*READ 4043  Content Literacy		3


CHER 3123  Advanced Cherokee II	3


*ENGL 4083 Linguistics			3


*CHER 3283  Methods and Sec. Lang. Acq.	3


EDUC 4823 Technology in Education	3





		Total Credit Hours	18	





Semester III


     Course			     Credit Hours





POLS 1113  American Federal Govt.	3


CS     1003   Computers in Modern Soc.	3


HIST  1493  American History		3


CHER 2113  Intermediate Cherokee I	3


CHER 2312  Cherokee Practicum I		2


CHER 3513  Methods for Imm. Class.	3





                             Total Credit Hours	17 








Semester IV


     Course			     Credit Hours





GEOG 2243  Fundamentals of Geography	3


BIO     1114  General Biological Science	4


HUM   2233  General Humanities II	3


CHER  2123  Intermediate Cherokee II	3


CHER  2322  Cherokee Practicum II	2


*CHER  4410  Special Topic Workshop	1





                            Total Credit Hours            16





Summer and/or Short-Term Classes to be taken during the first two summers:	


*CHER 3813 – Current Issues in Language Revitalization	 CHER 4113 – Cherokee Cultural Heritage


*CHER 4123 – Cherokee Legal History			*CHER 4513 – History of Indian Education


*CHER 4410 – Special Topic Workshop			*CHER 4820 – Directed Studies











