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Gun Control

Gun Control, or the monitoring and restriction of the public use of firearms, is thought by the left to be a useful tool in the control of crime. In this article we discuss the history of gun control in the United States and both support and refutation of the assertion that gun control reduces crime and accidental deaths.

History. After the writing of the second amendment to the Constitution, there has been much debate over how and if the government can regulate gun ownership. In 1813 the first state legislation prohibiting the concealment of weapons was passed. Since then many states and suburbs have passed laws prohibiting the concealment of firearms. The Federal Government has also passed many acts to try and control the sale and possession of firearms.  The Sullivan Law was passed in New York in 1911 after the shootings of Mayor William J. Gaynov and popular novelist David Graham Philips. This law which is still in effect today, stood as a model for gun legislation for 50 years. The law requires people to acquire a license to possess or carry a firearm small enough to conceal. The law also made it illegal for aliens to possess firearms in any public place.

The Mailing of Firearms Act was signed into law in 1927 by President Coolidge. The MFA also known as the Miller act is still in effect today. This law prohibits the sending of pistols and other firearms, which could be concealed on a person, through the mail. Miller, who was a Republican representative from Seattle WA, wrote the bill and also a letter to President Coolidge stating that the ability to send firearms through the mail was tempting minors into criminal activity. The United National Association of Post Office Clerks also passed a resolution, which supported the bill. 

In 1938 the Federal Firearms Act was passed into law. This act regulated the interstate sale of firearms and other weapons. Manufacturers, dealers, and importers were required to become licensed and pay a registration fee. People convicted of a felony, fugitives from justice, persons under indictment, or those failing to meet local licensing requirements, could no longer legally purchase a gun. However, the dealers were not responsible for selling a gun to those who were not allowed to purchase a gun, unless he/she did so knowingly, and in 1938 background checks were not performed. This act was replaced by the Gun Control Act of 1968.

Congressman began to write this act in 1963 with a bill, which was to prohibit mail order sales of handguns to minors. However, after John F. Kennedy was shot and killed in November of 1963 with a mail order rifle, the bill was expanded to include a ban on mail order sales of shotguns and rifles.  In 1968 Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy were both assassinated with guns. The Gun Control Act of 1968 was passed as a response and included the following provisions: limiting foreign and interstate transportation of firearms to manufactures, dealers and importers, prohibiting interstate shipments of pistols and revolvers to private individuals, restricting gun purchases to a person’s state of residency, a licensing fee of $10, prohibiting minors from receiving a license or purchasing rifles, shotguns or ammunition, prohibiting sales of pistols and ammunition to anyone under 21, detailed record keeping requirement for dealers and collectors, restriction of the purchase of foreign military surplus firearms to those used in hunting, registration and transfer tax requirements on "destructive devices" such as bazookas, anti-tank guns, and mortars, prohibition of convicted felons, the mentally incompetent, and drug addicts from shipping or receiving weapons, and an additional punishment of a minimum of one year was added to those who used a firearm to commit a crime that involved the breaking of any federal law. The "Brady Bill", passed in 1994, requires a background check through a national computer system on all purchasers of firearms.


Pros and Cons. The United States has one of the highest homicide rates in the world and some of the least strict gun control policies which supports the gun control prevents crime theory, but while availability of weapons in the United States has not changed significantly during the last one hundred years the homicide rate has fluctuated widely.  The homicide rate was very high during the 1920s and during the 1970s and 1980s, but relatively low during the 1940s and 1950s and in the early 1900s.  This behavior has caused some authors to speculate that America’s crime problem is more related to violent black markets caused by prohibition in the 1920s and the War on Drugs in the 1970 and 1980s than to the availability of fire-arms in the United States.
The prevention of accidental deaths is another reason commonly given for gun control, but according to the National Safety Council, Americans are far more likely to die from motor vehicle accidents, falls, certain types of poisons, drowning, and accidental fires than from firearm accidents. Organizations in support of gun control include the Southern Poverty Law Center and the Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence; those opposed to gun control include the National Rifle Association, and Jews for the Preservation of Firearms Ownership.
-- Kirby R. Cundiff, Ph.D., Northeastern State University
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North Korea

At the end of World War II, in August, 1945, Russian troops occupied Korea as far south as the 38th parallel.  A month later, United States forces occupied the southern part of the peninsula. The two occupying powers could not agree on a government for all of Korea, and referred the problem to the United Nations.  In 1948, a UN commission supervised elections in southern Korea.  The Communists refused to allow the commission to work in North Korea, and set up a Russian-style dictatorship. 

In South Korea, the people elected a 200 member National Assembly.  The assembly drafted a constitution and chose Syngman Rhee as president.  The new Republic of Korea was proclaimed on August 15, 1948.  Russia troops left North Korea by the end of 1948, and the American troops were withdrawn from South Korea in 1949. 

Hoping to unify the Koreas under a single Communist government, North Korea invaded South Korea on June 25, 1950. In the following days, the UN Security Council condemned the attack and demanded an immediate communist withdrawal. President Truman soon ordered U.S. air and naval units into action to enforce the UN order. 

The North Korean invaders swiftly seized Seoul and surrounded the allied forces in the peninsula's southeast corner near Pusan. In a desperate bid to reverse the military situation, UN Commander Gen. MacArthur ordered an amphibious landing at Inchon on September 15 and routed the North Korean army. MacArthur's forces pushed north across the 38th parallel, approaching the Yalu River. 

Prompted by this successful counteroffensive, Communist China entered the war, forcing the UN troops into a headlong retreat. Seoul was lost again, and then regained. Ultimately, the war stabilized near the 38th parallel, but dragged on for two years while negotiations took place. An armistice was agreed to on July 27, 1953. What followed was decades of un-easy peace.

By early 1994, tensions had mounted over international inspections of North Korea's nuclear sites. Kim Il Sung's death on July 8, 1994, introduced a period of uncertainty, as his son, Kim Jong Il, took charge in North Korea. In September 1998, North Korea launched a test missile over Japan, claiming it was simply a scientific satellite. This launch alarmed Japan, and much of the rest of the world, about North Korea's intentions regarding reentry into the nuclear arms race. In 1999, North Korea agreed to allow the United States to conduct ongoing inspections of a suspected nuclear development site. In exchange, the U.S. would increase food aid and initiate a program for bringing potato production into the country.

Tensions with South Korea eased dramatically in June 2000, when South Korea's president, Kim Dae Jung, met with North Korea's President Kim Jong Il in Pyongyang. The summit marked the first ever meeting of the two countries' leaders. But efforts toward reconciliation fizzled thereafter, and various minor military skirmishes followed over the next years. 

In January 2002, President Bush described North Korea as part of an “axis of evil.” Such open hostility marked a dramatic shift in U.S. policy toward North Korea from the Clinton administration's policy of engagement. 

North Korea stunned the world in late 2002 with two shocking admissions. In September, the government unexpectedly acknowledged that it had kidnapped about a dozen Japanese in the 1970s and 1980s for the purposes of training North Korean spies. In October, confronted with U.S. intelligence, North Korea admitted that it had violated a 1994 agreement freezing its nuclear-weapons program and had in fact been developing nuclear bombs.

In late December, North Korea expelled UN weapons inspectors from the country and announced it could no longer agree to the terms of the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, officially withdrawing from it in January 2003. The International Atomic Energy Agency announced in May 2004 that is has strong evidence that North Korea supplied Libya with about two tons of uranium. 
-- Kirby R. Cundiff, Ph.D., Northeastern State University
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