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APPLICATION FOR THE STATUS OF TENURE

tc \l1 "APPLICATION FOR THE STATUS OF TENURE
September 28, 2009
To the Faculty of the College of Business and Technology, the Administration of Northeastern State University, and the Board of Regents of Oklahoma Colleges:

Please accept this application for tenure.

I have held a tenure-track position at Northeastern State University (NSU) since August of 2004 in the Department of Accounting and Finance.  

My summary qualifications for tenure are as follows:

· Academic credentials: Ph.D., M.S. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; B.S, Truman State University; graduate study Rice University and the Los National Laboratory.
· Professional certifications: Chartered Financial Analyst, Certified Financial Planner. I obtained both the CFA and the CFP® certifications while on the NSU faculty. Both of these exams have rather low pass rates.  The CFA consists of a three-year three exam course of study. For 2005 the pass rates were Level I: 36%, Level II 56% and Level III 55%.  The CFP® certification consists of one exam. For the CFP® exam the pass rate in November 2007 was 60%.
· Teaching experience.  In addition to four years on the Northeastern State University faculty, I taught finance for six years at Hillsdale College, in Hillsdale, MI, for one year at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and for three years online for the University of Maryland University College. I also had many years of teaching experience as a teaching assistant at both the University of Illinois and Rice University. 
· Teaching at NSU: While at NSU I have had a very heavy teaching load. During my first five semesters I had a four class per semester teaching load with seven different preps per year.  During the last year and a half, I have had a three class per semester teaching load with six different preps per year.  I currently teach two graduate classes in the Masters of Accounting and Finance (MAFA) program and one undergraduate class per semester. I have had new course preps almost every semester I have taught at NSU, and most recently developed three new courses for Chartered Financial Analyst track of the MAFA program. I have obtained very good teaching evaluations while at NSU a summary of which is enclosed.  I have included peer review letters from Director of the MBA program Dr. Sandy Edwards who set in on one of my MAFA classes and Professor Justin Halpern who completed three of my MAFA classes.  I have also included letters of support from Director of the MAFA program Dr. Gary Freeman, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Ed Huckeby, and Adjunct Economics Professor and Research Director for the Tulsa City Council Dr. James Halpin.

· Research agenda: While at NSU, I have published papers in the Southwest Review of International Business Research and the Southwest Business Symposium Proceedings. I have also published many popular articles and made many presentations at both conferences and civic organizational meetings.  These included papers for the American Institute for Economic Research, the Foundation for Economic Education, the Mises Institute, the Encyclopedia of Capitalism, the Encyclopedia of White-Collar and Corporate Crime, and the Encyclopedia of Campaigns, Elections, and Electoral Behavior. I have had my research referenced by the American Enterprise Institute, the Independent Institute, Reason Magazine Online, NewsMax, and United Press International. I have also made presentations to the Southwestern Society of Economists, the Academy of International Business, the Southwest Business Symposium, and several civic organizations. 

· Service and community involvement: Currently I am a member of the Masters of Accounting and Finance Admissions Committee, and the Northeastern State University at Broken Arrow hiking biking trail committee. During the fall of 2008 I was a member of the NSU 403(b) Advisory Group and I have set on many NSU hiring committees. I gave a presentation to the Financial Planning Association of Tulsa in May 2009 and a brown bag seminar on the economic crisis to the other NSU faculty in October 2008. I am also currently the Director of Financial Planning Programs for Northeastern State University. During the summer of 2005 I taught as a volunteer at the Liberty English Camp in Trakai, Lithuania. I have also given presentations to the Tulsa Mensa group and several other Tulsa organizations and been active in the Tulsa Chartered Financial Analyst Institute and the Financial Planning Association of Tulsa. I have served as a discussant, session chair, and/or program chair for meetings of the Academy of International Business, the Financial Management Association, the Southwestern Society of Economists, and the Southwestern Finance Association.

The following professional portfolio provides documentation and elaboration of the above. 

Sincerely,

Kirby Cundiff, Ph.D., CFA, CFP®

Director of Financial Planning Programs

Associate Professor of Finance

Northeastern State University

Kirby R. Cundiff, Ph.D., CFA, CFP®

Director of Financial Planning Programs

Associate Professor of Finance

Department of Accounting and Finance

College of Business and Technology

3100 E. New Orleans St.

Broken Arrow Campus

Northeastern State University 

Broken Arrow, OK 74014

Cell (918) 408-5314                        cundiffnsu@yahoo.com                        Office (918) 449-6556

Teaching Experience
I have over ten years of experience teaching undergraduate and graduate courses and I received an excellence in teaching award from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 1996. Due to my technical background, I am particularly qualified to teach derivatives courses.  I have taught the following courses at the Masters and the undergraduate level:   

· Financial Management 

· Advanced Financial Management

· Capital Markets, Institutions, and Long-term Financing (Graduate)

· Case Studies in Finance

· International Finance (Graduate, Undergraduate)

· Investments (Graduate, Undergraduate)

· Fixed Income Analysis (Graduate)

· Managerial Finance (Graduate, Undergraduate)

· Options and Futures (Graduate, Undergraduate)

· Real Estate Finance

· Quantitative Methods (Graduate)

Education

· CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM, 2008.

· Chartered Financial Analyst, 2006.

· M.S. Finance, January 1998, University of Illinois, Urbana, IL. (GPA 3.9/4.0)

· Ph.D. Theoretical Physics, May 1996, University of Illinois, Urbana, IL. (GPA 3.9/4.0)

· Graduate Study, 1987-88, Rice University, Houston, TX. (GPA 4.0/4.0)

· Study in German, Summer 1987, Universitat zu Kiel, Kiel, Germany. (GPA 4.0/4.0)

· B.S. Physics, May 1987, Truman State University,  Kirksville, MO. (GPA 3.8/4.0)                                 

Employment History
	2004 to Present
	Associate Professor of Finance

	
	Graduate and Undergraduate School

	
	Northeastern State University

	
	Broken Arrow, OK 74014

	
	

	2009 to Present
	Adjunct Professor of Finance

	2002 to 2005
	Adjunct Associate Professor of Finance

	
	University of Maryland University College Graduate School 

	
	Adelphi, MD 20783

	
	

	2003 to Present
	Cundiff Consulting

	
	Banking, Tax, and Investment Consulting

	
	Tulsa, OK 74011

	
	

	1998 to 2005
	Assistant and Associate  Professor of Finance

	
	Hillsdale College

	
	Hillsdale, MI 49242

	
	

	1998     
	Visiting Lecturer

	
	Department of Finance

	
	University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

	
	Urbana, IL 61801

	
	

	1997
	Mentor

	
	MBA Executive Development Program

	
	University of Illinois

	
	

	1989 to 1997
	Graduate Research and Teaching Assistant

	
	Departments of Astronomy, Finance, and Physics

	
	University of Illinois

	
	

	1992 to 1993
	Graduate Research Assistant

	
	Space Science and Technology Division 9

	
	Los Alamos National Laboratory

	
	Los Alamos, NM 87545

	
	

	1987 to 1988
	Graduate Research and Teaching Assistant

	
	Rice University

	
	Houston, TX  77251

	
	

	1986
	Research Programmer

	
	Missouri University Research Reactor

	
	Columbia, MO 65205 

	
	

	 1985
	Surveyor

	
	Hamilton Engineering

	
	Kirksville, MO 63501


Research

My doctoral dissertation was on transport in the stellar interior.  This research is based on the same mathematics from which the Black-Scholes asset pricing model is derived.

Academic Publications

1. Cundiff, Kirby R. “Economics, Health Care, and Life Expectancy.” Southwest Review of International Business Research. 2008.

2. Cundiff, Kirby R. “Financing of the American Health Care System.” Southwest Business Symposium Proceedings. March 2006.

3. Cundiff, Kirby R.  “A Theoretical Examination of the Dynamics of Facial Skin with Implications for Scar Reduction.” Journal of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, August 1993. 

Working Papers

1. Cundiff, Kirby R.  “A Many Body Derivation of Inverse Bremsstrahlung.”  Working Paper.

2. Cundiff, Kirby R.  “Homicide Rates and Substance Control Policy.”  Independent Institute:  Directory of Working Papers (www.independent.org).

3. Cundiff, Kirby R.  “Market Timing Using Sentiment Indicators.”  Working Paper.

Popular Publications

1. Cundiff, Kirby R. “Minimum Wage.” Encyclopedia of Campaigns, Elections, and Electoral Behavior. Sage Publications, 2008.

2. Cundiff, Kirby R. “Taxes.” Encyclopedia of Campaigns, Elections, and Electoral Behavior. Sage Publications, 2008.

3. Cundiff, Kirby R.  “Monetary Policy Disasters of the Twentieth Century.” Research Reports. American Institute for Economic Research, April 9, 2007. (www.aier.org)

4. Cundiff, Kirby R. “Monetary Policy Disasters of the Twentieth Century.” The Freeman. Foundation for Economic Education, January 2007. (www.fee.org)
5. Cundiff, Kirby R. “Economics and American Health Care.” The Freeman. Foundation for Economic Education, March 2006. (www.fee.org)
4. Cundiff, Kirby R. “The Progressive Tax Code and the Middle Class.” Mises Daily Articles. Ludwig Von Mises Institute, May 4, 2005. (www.mises.org)

5. Cundiff, Kirby R. “AT&T.” Encyclopedia of Capitalism. Golson Books, 2004.

6. Cundiff, Kirby R. “Banking, Commercial.” Encyclopedia of Capitalism. Golson Books, 2004.

7. Cundiff, Kirby R. “Banking, Investment.” Encyclopedia of Capitalism. Golson Books, 2004.

8. Cundiff, Kirby R. “Markowitz, Harry.” Encyclopedia of Capitalism. Golson Books, 2004.

9. Cundiff, Kirby R. “Miller, Merton.” Encyclopedia of Capitalism. Golson Books, 2004. 

10. Cundiff, Kirby R. “Scholes, Myron.” Encyclopedia of Capitalism. Golson Books, 2004.

11. Cundiff, Kirby R. “Global Crossing.” Encyclopedia of White-Collar and Corporate Crime. Sage Publications, 2004.

12. Cundiff, Kirby R. “Hoarding.” Encyclopedia of White-Collar and Corporate Crime. Sage Publications, 2004.

Popular References

1. U.S. Politics Today. American Enterprise Institute News. May 05, 2005.
2. Bharat, Jhunjhunwala. Progressing towards a flat tax? The Hindu Business Line.  March 12, 2005.
3. “The War on Drugs: Can It Ever Be Won?” NewsMax. August 2004. 

4. Bailey, Ronald. “Prohibition = Violence.” Reason Online. January 29, 2003 (http://www.reason.com/rb/rb012903.shtml).

5. “Think Tanks Wrap-Up.” United Press International.  January 29, 2003 (http://www.upi.com/view.cfm?StoryID=20030129-083739-5254r ). 

Conference and Other Presentations

Presenter, “Derivatives: History and Analysis.” Financial Planning Association of Tulsa, Broken Arrow, OK. May 21, 2009.

Presenter, “Global Economic Crisis.” Brown Bag Lecture Series, Northeastern State University, Broken Arrow, OK. October 28, 2008.

Presenter, “Economics, Health Care, and Infant Mortality.” Southwestern Society of Economists, Houston, TX. March 6, 2008.

Presenter, “Economics, Health Care, and Life Expectancy.” Academy of International Business, Houston, TX. March 6, 2008.

Presenter, “Economics, Health Care, and Life Expectancy.” Southwestern Society of Economists, San Diego, CA. March 15, 2007.

Presenter, “Economics, Health Care, and Life Expectancy.” Mensa, Tulsa, OK, February 10, 2007.

Presenter, “Financing of the American Health Care System.” Southwest Business Symposium. Edmond, OK. March 30, 2006.

Presenter. “The Savings and Loan Fiasco: An Example of Monetary Policy Failure.” TAL. Tulsa, OK.  February 17, 2005.

Other Conference Activity

Discussant, “In or Out:  The Effect of Euro Membership on the Exercise of Real Options.” Financial Management Association. Dallas, TX. October 10, 2008.

Discussant, “Unfunded Liabilities of State Public Retirement Funds: The Danger and the Response.”  Southwestern Society of Economists, Houston, TX. March 6, 2008.

Discussant, “The Health Status of the State of Texas.”  Southwestern Society of Economists, San Diego, CA. March 15, 2007.

Discussant, “Evaluation of Size and Book-to-Market Factors in Health Related Mutual Funds.”  Southwestern Society of Economists, San Diego, CA. March 15, 2007.

Discussant, “Trading Frictions and Market Structure: An Empirical Analysis.” Southwestern Finance Association. Oklahoma City, OK. March 3, 2006.

Discussant, “Does Short Seller’s Persistence Pay Off?” Southwestern Finance Association. Oklahoma City, OK. March 3, 2006.

Session Chair, “Information in Derivatives Markets.” Financial Management Association. Chicago, Illinois. October 13, 2005.

Program Committee Member. Southwestern Finance Association. Dallas, Texas. March 2005. 

Session Chair. “Hedging: Theory and Applications.” Southwestern Finance Association. Dallas, Texas. March 4, 2005.

Discussant. “Some Basic Remarks on Option Valuation.” Southwestern Finance Association.  Dallas, Texas. March 5, 2005.

Committee Work

Member , Masters of Accounting and Finance Admissions Committee, Northeastern State University, 2009.

Member , Hiking Biking Committee, Northeastern State University, 2009.

Member, Hiring Committee, BLAW/Financial Planning, Northeastern State University, 2009.

Member , 403(b) Advisory Board, Northeastern State University, 2008.

Member, Hiring Committee, Building B Staff Assistant, Northeastern State University, 2006.

Member, Screening Committee, Tolbert Chair in Finance, Northeastern State University, 2005.

Chair, Hiring Committee, Quantitative Methods / Finance, Hillsdale College, 2003-2004. 

Member, Academic Computing Committee, Hillsdale College, 2003-2004.

Member Hiring Committee, Physical Chemistry, Hillsdale College, 2002-2003.

Member Hiring Committee, Economics, Hillsdale College, 2001-2002.

Grant Activity

Recipient Research Grant, Hillsdale College, Summer 2004.

Professional Memberships

Chartered Financial Analyst Institute

Financial Management Association

Financial Planning Association of Tulsa

Southwestern Finance Association

Southwestern Society of Economists

Volunteer Activity

Professor, Liberty English Camp, Trakai, Lithuania, Summer 2005.  

(http://www.democ.lt/trakai2005/trakai05.html)

References 

	Michael P. Sweeney, Ph.D.
	Mehul D. Mehta, FSA

	Associate Professor of Accounting
	Equity Analyst

	Department of Business Administration
	Dowling & Partners Securities, L.L.C.

	Hillsdale College
	281 Tressel Blvd

	Hillsdale, MI 49242
	Stamford, CT, 06901

	michael.sweeney@hillsdale.edu
	mehul@dowlingp.com

	517-437-7341
	860-676-8600

	
	

	David Paas, Ph.D., J.D.
	Wolfgang Grassl, Ph.D.

	Chair and Professor of Business Law
	Associate Professor of Marketing

	Department of Business Administration
	Department of Business Administration

	Kresge Building
	St. Norbert College

	Hillsdale College
	DePere, WI 54114

	Hillsdale, MI 49242
	wolfgang.grassl@snc.edu

	david.paas@hillsdale.edu
	920-403-2907

	517-437-7341
	

	
	

	Roger Collier , Ph.D.
	Garry R. Freeman, Ph.D

	Chair and Associate Professor of Finance
	Director Graduate Studies

	Department of Accounting and Finance
	Associate Professor of Accounting

	Northeastern State University 
	Department of Accounting and Finance

	3100 E. New Orleans St.
	Northeastern State University 

	Broken Arrow, OK 74014
	3100 E. New Orleans St.

	collier@nsuok.edu
	Broken Arrow, OK 74014

	918-449-6521
	freemadg@nsuok.edu

	
	918-449-6524

	
	


EVIDENCE OF EFFECTIVE CLASSROOM TEACHING

1. General Teaching Load

My teaching load during my employment at NSU has varied between three and four courses per semester. During my first several years at NSU I taught a four-four load with seven different preps per year. While at NSU I have taught the following graduate courses: 

1) Derivatives

Finance Seminar

Fixed Income Analysis

Global Finance

Investment Analysis and Portfolio Theory

Quantitative Analysis

and the following undergraduate courses:

1) Finance Seminar

2) International Finance

3) Investments

4) Managerial Finance

5) Real Estate.

My teaching load dropped from four courses per semester to three courses per semester in the spring of 2007 to be in compliance with our department’s accreditation rules regarding graduate faculty teaching loads. Professors who teach two graduate faculty courses are only allowed to teach three classes per semester.

2. Teaching Load by Semester and Student Enrollments at NSU
Enrollments have been strong for my classes while teaching at NSU. For example, I have included my course enrollments for the last four years.  Enrollments for the Masters of Accounting and Finance classes are commonly capped at around 20 students. 

	
	Fall 2009
	
	Spring 2009

	Derivatives (Grad)
	19
	Finance Seminar (Undergrad)
	12



	International Finance (Undergrad)
	22
	Global Finance (Grad)
	30

	Finance Seminar (Grad)
	29
	Quantitative Analysis (Grad)
	23

	Total
	70
	
	65

	
	
	
	

	
	Fall 2008
	
	Spring 2008

	Finance Seminar (Grad)
	22
	Finance Seminar (Undergrad)
	26



	Fixed Income Analysis (Grad)
	17
	Global Finance (Grad)
	11

	International Finance (Undergrad)
	23
	Quantitative Analysis (Grad)
	32

	Total
	62
	
	69

	
	
	
	

	
	Fall 2007
	
	Spring 2007

	Derivatives (Grad)
	23
	Finance Seminar (Undergrad)
	13

	Finance Seminar (Grad)
	25
	Global Finance (Grad)
	24

	International Finance (Undergrad)
	27
	Portfolio Analysis (Grad)
	24



	Total
	75
	
	61

	
	
	
	

	
	Fall 2006
	
	Spring 2006

	
	
	
	

	Finance Seminar (Grad)
	18
	Finance Seminar (Undergrad)
	9

	Finance Seminar (Undergrad)
	11
	Global Finance (Grad)
	20

	International Finance (Undergrad)
	19
	Investments (Undergrad)
	25

	International Finance (Undergrad)
	12
	Portfolio Analysis (Grad)
	20

	Total
	60
	
	74


3. Self-Evaluation of and Methodology of Teaching

I am by training an applied mathematician and most of my classes generally follow an applied math format. Most science and math classes follow a constructionist learning model believing that while knowledge is imparted via the lecture process, most of the learning takes place while the students are working problems and thinking on their own time.  I therefore consider myself to be more of a learning facilitator than a teacher. 

 During lecture, I normally write formulas on the board related to the finance topics being discussed, and do my best to give the students an intuitive understanding of the formulas. I do many examples of how financial analysis is applied to not only the problems in the textbook, but also to real world examples.  In particular I try to point out the advantages, but also the limits of the financial models developed in class. I also give the students hundreds of problems to work on at home before exams and select many of my exam problems from these test banks. This class model encourages independent inquiry -- the students must spend a very significant amount of time independently studying finance to do well on my exams. 
While I believe the class room portion of education is very important, finance is an applied math subject, and it is necessary for the students to work many examples on their own to adequately understand it. 

When possible, which has been very easy this year during the financial crisis, I also discuss how what we are studying in class is related to current events in the business world.  I am a student of political economy (particularly American economic history) so I also try to give as many historical finance and economic examples as possible. While there is always room for improvement; overall, I believe my student evaluations support in both a quantitative and a qualitative sense the assertion that I am a very good teacher.

4. Teaching Evaluations at NSU: 
I calculated the overall average of my teaching evaluations for questions 2, 5, 11, 13, 16, and 20 while at NSU from 2005 to 2008 and also a separate average for the MAFA courses I have taught.  As can be seen in the following table most of the averages were around four and the graduate averages were slightly higher than the undergraduate averages. Some of the undergraduate students considered my classes to be too difficult. An analysis of the individual course evaluations can be found in the section on teaching.

	Question
	
	Overall Average 
	Graduate Average

	
	
	
	

	 2
	I worked hard in this class.
	4.1
	4.1

	5
	The instructor had high expectations of student learning.
	4.1
	4.2

	11
	The instructor treated each student fairly and with respect.
	4.4
	4.5

	13
	The instructor encouraged each student to participate in class.
	4.0
	4.2

	16
	The instructor challenged me to think.
	4.1
	4.3

	20
	Overall, this instructor was an effective teacher.
	4.0
	4.2

	
	
	
	


I have also calculated semester averages for the last five semesters. The undergraduate International Finance significantly dragged down my averages during the Fall 2006 and Fall 2007 semesters.  It was probably too difficult a course for our undergraduates. I re-structured the class and received much better evaluations in Fall 2008.

	
	Spring 09
	Fall 08
	Spring 08
	Fall 07
	Spring 07

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	4.24
	4.38
	4.01
	3.90
	4.03

	5
	4.38
	4.38
	4.04
	3.75
	4.23

	11
	4.66
	4.65
	4.48
	4.23
	4.38

	13
	4.33
	4.29
	4.17
	3.38
	4.26

	16
	4.41
	4.51
	4.15
	3.51
	4.23

	20
	4.30
	4.51
	4.03
	3.28
	4.11

	
	
	
	
	
	


5. Student Evaluations – Comments Section

Following are a complete list of student comments listed by semester and class.

Spring 2009

Global Accounting and Finance (Grad)

Great teacher.

Dr. Cundiff knows the course material inside and out. He has responded quickly to my questions through e-mail and over the telephone. He has done his job well.

Quantitative Analysis (Grad)

Dr. Cundiff has proved to me that he has a mind and knows what he is teaching. He quickly responded to emails and phone calls pertaining to class material.  He has performed his job well.

It was interesting – motivated me to study and do good.

Finance Seminar (Undergrad)

Quick pace, but effective.  Very knowledgeable.

Hard

I felt like the presentation of the material was a problem.  It was hard to read the board and understand the steps to solve the problems.  With only 2 test it was hard to know how I was doing.  He is a good person.  I just had a hard time with his teaching style.

Fall 2008

Finance Seminar (Grad)

Really enjoyed Dr. Cundiff’s class.  Give him a raise.

Classroom could use a few more writing services. It is difficult to read the white board through what is projected on the white board.

Very challenging.

Fixed Income Analysis (Grad)

Interesting course taught by some who knew what he was talking about. Also tied the course to the current economic environment.

There are too many sources of material for this class, there should be only 1 or 2 sources.  This is not a reflection on the teacher, just the material.

International Finance (Undergrad)

The course was interesting and showed a new perspective on things we’ve been learning throughout the semesters.  Teacher was great!! (
Great job!  Keep up the good work Dr. Cundiff!! Thanks for everything.

Spring 2008

Global Accounting and Finance (Grad)

Very interesting course. Enjoy Dr. Cundiff’s examples outside of the text. Only suggestion is to revise course description in catalog – much less accounting taught than finance.

Difficult subject but presented in a way that made it easy to understand.

Interesting 

Quantitative Analysis (Grad)

The course was new, so there are still some areas that need development. Dr. Cundiff is one of the smartest guys I know. I look forward to having him as an instructor.

Speak up. I had to move up a few rows to hear.

Finance Seminar (Undergrad)

Good Job. 

Computer problems made some lectures difficult. Maybe more tests would have been better.

Dr. Cundiff is extremely intelligent but he does not relay information in a manner that helped me retain the info.

Fall 2007

Derivatives (Grad)

Great instructor and will take future courses from him.

Dr. Cundiff makes things clear and very helpful. Goes above and beyond.

Great course, just over my head as an elective! (
International (Undergrad)

Very tough course, but Dr. Cundiff does his best to make it understandable. I would recommend that homework problems be assigned, I feel that practicing the material would be helpful.

Cundiff is beyond highly intelligent and very knowledgeable of the subject, but a terrible teacher.

I think the subject material was interesting and information. I think the textbook was unclear and difficult to read. 

I feel that I did not learn anything. He covered all the chapters but did not effectively teach it. The first test was extremely hard and the majority failed. That should say sometime.

Cundiff was very pleasant and fair, but I was lost the entire semester. 

Spring 2007

Global Accounting and Finance (Grad)

I would like assignments to be given and reviewed in class. It would help those w/out a finance background understand the material better. The instructor is extremely intelligent and I feel many of us would get lost as he went into details of finance.

Investment Analysis and Portfolio Theory (Grad)

Great Class.

Finance Seminar (Undergrad)

Prof. Cundiff is truly an intelligent, genuinely nice guy. This subject, although interesting to me, can tend to get monotonous and long-winded. He tried to make the class fair, but at times the goals for the class seemed unattainable, but a solid class and professor overall. 

Fall 2006

Finance Seminar (Grad)

Dr. Cundiff is an asset to the program.

Would like to have heard more about current events concerning finance in the real world and professional analysis of those events. 

Finance Seminar (Undergrad)

There is no need to show up for class.  All we must do is memorize the test bank.

International Finance (Undergrad)

Solid Course. 

It was dull, more of practical studies would help.

Spring 2006

Global Accounting and Finance (Grad)

Needs to improve handwriting.  Seems to go a little fast sometimes.

Only downside, Dr. Cundiff tends to trail off when lecturing, making the last few words impossible to comprehend.

Investment and Portfolio Analysis (Grad)

As an Elective, was pretty challenging but filled in some gaps for me -- (
Prof. Cundiff definitely knows his stuff, but has trouble teaching the material in a way for students to benefit from a traditional classroom setting. He could take more class time, slow down, and work examples on the board, rather than just from the test banks and end of chapter question solutions sometimes they are wrong and confusing.

Finance Seminar (Undergrad)

Dr. Cundiff is the best teacher NSU-BA has. He is very knowledgeable in all areas of finance and interacts well with students.

This teacher needs to be paid like a top professor. Most knowledgeable in this field by far!

Kirby, I look forward to Graduate School C Ya next semester.

Investments (Undergrad)

Enjoyed professor. He was very knowledgeable.

I believe the instructor knows the information so well that it comes easy to him but I felt like he may have assumed that we knew more than we did.

Fall 2005

Finance Seminar (Grad)

Excellent instructor – knowledge of subject = expert. Enjoyed his wisdom and real life application of the concepts and formulas. 

I think Dr. Cundiff is extremely nice and he definitely knows the material. He just cannot effectively relay or teach the material in a way that’s easy for students to understand. He’s too smart!! He needs to tone it down a few notches.

International (Undergrad)

I like it.

So much math; hard to comprehend topics as a whole. Intl Law Apllies simplet is easiest. Tried to confound the wise.

I strongly believe Investments should be a prerequisite for International Finance. I feel International Finance is a huge struggle without taking Investments prior. Dr. Cundiff is a good professor, more examples would be helpful.

Investments (Undergrad)

I like this course. Cundiff Rocks!!

Dr. Cundiff is extremely bright and kind. But the class presentation made the material difficult to understand. I did not learn material from the lecture but mainly from one-on-one meetings and reading the book.

I enjoyed his class although sometimes his explanations was not brought down to our level of understanding.

I enjoyed the class.

The testbank and extra intro helped in the class a great deal.

This course was helpful although I wish I had received some assignments in order to help me grasp the material and strengthen my understanding.

Managerial Finance (Undergrad)

I Love Cundiff!!

Sometimes talk over our heads

6. Peer Evaluations of my teaching ability

I have included peer review letters by Professor Sandy Edwards, Director of the Masters of Business Administration program and Professor Justin Halpern.  Dr. Edwards set in and reviewed my Global Accounting and Finance class, which is part of the MAFA program, and Professor Justin Halpern completed three of my MAFA classes. Since Dr. Halpern has experienced more of my teaching than any other faculty member at NSU, I would consider him the most qualified professor to evaluate my teaching abilities.  I have also included letters of support from Professor Gary Freeman, Director of the Masters of Accounting and Finance Program, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Ed Huckeby, and Dr. James Halpin. Dr. Halpin is an Adjunct Professor of Economics at NSU and the Research Director for the Tulsa City Council.

SCHOLARLY ACTIVITIES

1. The Scholarship of Teaching and Learning

During 2007 and 2008 as a result of the three year process of studying for and passing all of the Charted Financial Analyst Exams, I was assigned the task of developing a CFA track for the Masters of Accounting and Finance (MAFA) Program. This involved the development of three new classes: Derivatives, Fixed Income Analysis, and Quantitative Analysis. I also developed some CFA related instructional materials for both Kaplan and PassPro. In 2008, I completed another certification process and became a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM .  As a result of this I anticipate in the future teaching Investments related classes for NSU’s CFP program. During the spring of 2009, I became the Director of Financial Planning Programs for NSU and with Kim Roberts, the Coordinator for Continuing Education, have redeveloped NSU’s CFP® Certification Education Program. I have also served as advisor for many students, helped review several dissertations for MAFA program students, and served as a reference for and written letters of recommendation for many students.
2. The Scholarship of Discovery

During my employment at Northeastern State University, most of my research that would fall under the Scholarship of Discovery category has been related to the financing and effectiveness of health care in the United States when compared with other countries around the world. This led to the publications “Economics, Health Care, and Life Expectancy” in the Southwest Review of International Business Research in 2008 and “Financing of the American Health Care System” in the Southwest Business Symposium Proceedings in March 2006 as well as a popular publication. I presented the related research as “Economics, Health Care, and Infant Mortality” to the Southwestern Society of Economists in Houston, TX on March 6, 2008, as “Economics, Health Care, and Life Expectancy” to the Academy of International Business in Houston, TX in March, 2008, as “Economics, Health Care, and Life Expectancy” to the Southwestern Society of Economists in San Diego, CA on March 15, 2007 and as “Financing of the American Health Care System”  to the Southwest Business Symposium in Edmond, OK on March 30, 2006. My health care related publications are included in the section on research.

3. The Scholarship of Integration and Engagement

During my employment at Northeastern State University, I have published multiple articles in publications for economic think tanks and in popular forums. I wrote an article on the United States Federal Reserve System titled “Monetary Policy Disasters of the Twentieth Century” that was published by two different economics think tanks. It was in the April 9, 2007 edition of Research Reports which is published by the American Institute for Economic Research, a Massachusetts based organization, and in the January 2007 edition of the Freeman published by the Foundation for Economic Education, a New York based think tank.  The Freeman also published “Economics and American Health Care” in their March 2006 issue.  Both of these publications are included in the research section of my tenure packet. I published an article with an Alabama based economics think tank called the Ludwig Von Mises Institute. “The Progressive Tax Code and the Middle Class” was published in Mises Daily Articles on May 4, 2005. I also published a long list of business related articles for the Encyclopedia of Campaigns, Elections, and Electoral Behavior, the Encyclopedia of Capitalism and the Encyclopedia of White-Collar and Corporate Crime in 2004. These articles are also in included in the research section of my tenure packet.
4. Methodology of Research

I am by training an applied mathematician and much of my research is applying my mathematical skills to a variety of different social and economic topics.  I have used these abilities to study health care economics in both the United States and in other countries and to study economic and other incentives related to criminal behavior.  While my training is largely in math, I believe that qualitative history is at least as good a guide to economic and finance related behavior as mathematical models.  In recent years I have studied books on the Great Depression, the Panic of 1819, and the economics of America during the colonial period and the Revolutionary War in the United States.  This study has greatly helped me in particular with my articles on monetary policy and the United States central banking system.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE INSTITUTION AND PROFESSION

Most recently at Northeastern State University I have been serving as the Director of Financial Planning Programs. In this capacity I have, with Kim Roberts, redevelop NSU’s CFP® Certification Education Program, offered three hours of CFP® Continuing Education Credits by teaching “Are Derivatives the Financial Weapons of Mass Destruction?” on May 21, 2009, and represented NSU at the Program Directors’ Conference in Washington DC in August 2009. I also regularly attend monthly Financial Planning Association, Chartered Financial Analyst, and University of Tulsa Friends of Finance meetings. I am currently serving on the Masters of Accounting and Finance Admissions Committee and the NSUBA hiking biking trail committee. 

On October 28, 2008, I was one of three presenters on the “Global Economic Crisis” for Northeastern State University’s Brown Bag Lecture Series and during Fall 2008 and Spring 2009 I did significant work with John Yeutter as a faulty representative on NSU’s 403(b) Advisory Board.

During my five years at NSU I have served on the following hiring committees:

Member, Hiring Committee, BLAW/Financial Planning, Northeastern State University, 2009.

Member, Hiring Committee, Building B Staff Assistant, Northeastern State University, 2006.

Member, Screening Committee, Tolbert Chair in Finance, Northeastern State University, 2005.

I have also assisted with many other hiring committees. I have severed as a discussant, program chair, or session chair at the following professional meetings:

Discussant, “In or Out:  The Effect of Euro Membership on the Exercise of Real Options.” Financial Management Association. Dallas, TX. October 10, 2008.

Discussant, “Unfunded Liabilities of State Public Retirement Funds: The Danger and the Response.”  Southwestern Society of Economists, Houston, TX. March 6, 2008.

Discussant, “The Health Status of the State of Texas.”  Southwestern Society of Economists, San Diego, CA. March 15, 2007.

Discussant, “Evaluation of Size and Book-to-Market Factors in Health Related Mutual Funds.”  Southwestern Society of Economists, San Diego, CA. March 15, 2007.

Discussant, “Trading Frictions and Market Structure: An Empirical Analysis.” Southwestern Finance Association. Oklahoma City, OK. March 3, 2006.

Discussant, “Does Short Seller’s Persistence Pay Off?” Southwestern Finance Association. Oklahoma City, OK. March 3, 2006.

Session Chair, “Information in Derivatives Markets.” Financial Management Association. Chicago, Illinois. October 13, 2005.

Program Committee Member. Southwestern Finance Association. Dallas, Texas. March 2005. 

Session Chair. “Hedging: Theory and Applications.” Southwestern Finance Association. Dallas, Texas. March 4, 2005.

Discussant. “Some Basic Remarks on Option Valuation.” Southwestern Finance Association.  Dallas, Texas. March 5, 2005.

I have given the following presentations at local Tulsa social, political, and volunteer organizations:

Presenter, “Economics, Health Care, and Life Expectancy.” Mensa, Tulsa, OK, February 10, 2007.

Presenter. “The Savings and Loan Fiasco: An Example of Monetary Policy Failure.” TAL. Tulsa, OK.  February 17, 2005.

Presenter. “The Economics of the American Health Care System.” TAL. Tulsa, OK. April 21, 2005.

This activity increases the community’s awareness of Northeastern State University and its contributions to Tulsa.  

During the summer of 2005 I served as a volunteer, teaching at the International Society for Individual Liberty’s, Liberty English Camp in Trakai, Lithuania.  I spent part of the summer working with finance professionals and government officials from Belarus, Lithuania, and the Ukraine.
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