REL 3201 / WGS 3001
Women in the Early Church

Spring Semester 2012
Northeastern State University

College of Liberal Arts

Instructor:
Gary Cheatham, M.Div., M.S.L.S.

Office: L307

Phone: 918.444.3265

cheatham@nsuok.edu
http://arapaho.nsuok.edu/~cheatham/
Class Days and Time:
Class meets Tuesday from 2:00-3:30 p.m., in Library 118A.
Prerequisites:
None.
Course Description:
Examination of the role of women and gender in the New Testament and other early Christian texts.  Special attention will be given to the controversy over women as leaders in the developing church.  The course will also wrestle with the problem of using ancient sources to understand the place of women and gender in today's world.
Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon the completion of the course students will be familiar with the role of women in early Christianity as patrons, leaders, writers, disciples, and apostles.  Through the study of the New Testament and early extra-canonical texts and traditions, students will also be familiar with both historical and contemporary thinking concerning the place of women as leaders in the developing church.
Instructional Materials
Required:
•Karen Jo Torjesen, When Women Were Priests: Women’s Leadership in the Early Church & the Scandal of Their Subordination in the Rise of Christianity.  New York: HarperOne, 1995.

Recommended:
•Kim Haines-Eitzen, The Gendered Palimpsest: Women, Writing, and Representation in Early Christianity.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2012.
•The New Oxford Annotated Bible.  4th ed.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2010.
Instructional Procedures:
Lectures, class discussions, video presentations, assigned readings.
Student Performance Activities (Attendance/Course Requirements):
•Students will be asked to sign an attendance sheet at each class period in order to receive credit for attendance and class participation.

•Students will be asked to write a book review on the text by Karen Jo Torjesen.  Details concerning the book review assignment will be announced in class.
•The final exam will consist of writing a brief course reflection paper.  Details concerning the final exam will be announced in class toward the end of the semester.
Assignment Due Date:
The book review assignment due date will be announced in class.

Student Evaluation:
Class attendance/participation = 40 points 
Book review = 40 points
Final exam reflection paper = 20 points

Total: 100 points
Grading system:
A = 90-100 points
B = 80-89 points
C = 70-79 points
D = 60-69 points
F = 0-59 points 

If you have any questions or problems, please let the instructor know as soon as possible. 

Office Hours:
Monday: 10:30-11:30 a.m., Seminary Hall Writing Center

Tuesday: 8:30-9:30 a.m., Library 307
Wednesday: 9:00-10:00 a.m., Library 307
Thursday: 8:30-9:30 p.m., Library 307

Friday: 9:00-11:00 a.m.; 1:00-3:00 p.m., Library 307


The instructor is available other times by appointment. Students may also contact the instructor via e-mail.
Syllabi Information (Academic Misconduct, ADA Compliance, Inclement Weather/Disaster Policy, and other regulations): 
http://offices.nsuok.edu/academicaffairs/SyllabiInformation.aspx
