This list of books was suggested by the Stillwater Beta Delta Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma on January 14th, 2006.
The first is a set of books presented by the Stillwater Public Library this winter.  This set is called The Oklahoma Experience : Re-Visions.
The first book is Pushing the Bear: A Novel of the Trail of Tears by Diane Glancy. 

In 1838, thirteen thousand Cherokee were forced from their southeastern homeland and walked nine hundred miles through four winter months to present-day Oklahoma on the tragic relocation trek known as the Trail of Tears. Uprooted and betrayed by the government they trusted, the Cherokee struggled to endure the cruelty, disease, fatigue, and spiritual despair of the Trail and to face the prospect of beginning anew on unfamiliar soil.

Bringing to life the ordeal are the haunting voices of Maritole, a young Cherokee woman; her embittered husband, Knowbowtee; and a host of others -- Cherokee and white, soldier and missionary, parent and child. With its luminous prose, infused with the flavor of the Cherokee language, Pushing the Bear "retains the complexity, immediacy, and indirection of a poem," said the Los Angeles Times. Its very restraint and evenhandedness make it a powerful witness to one the most shameful episodes in American history. (Text is from jacket of book.)
The second book in the set is Fire in Beulah by Rilla Askew. 
1920's Oklahoma is the backdrop for the story of two women from two completely different backgrounds whose paths unexpectedly cross. Althea Whiteside and her black maid Graceful share a friendship in the midst of the Tulsa race riot of 1921. Each woman learns the lesson that in the midst of trouble, race is not such a difference. (Text is from publisher’s catalog.)
The third in this set is Red Dirt: Growing Up Okie by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz.

A bittersweet memoir of growing up poor and white in America's rural heartland A classic in contemporary Oklahoma literature, Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz's Red Dirt unearths the joys and ordeals of growing up poor during the 1940s and 1950s. In this exquisite rendering of her childhood in rural Oklahoma, from the Dust Bowl days to the end of the Eisenhower era, the author bears witness to a family and community that still cling to the dream of America as a republic of landowners. (Text is from the publisher's catalog)

The fourth in this set is Shell Shaker by LeAnne Howe.
LeAnne Howe's stunning first novel resonates with Choctaw history and mythic tales while confronting contemporary tribal issues.  Howe seamlessly integrates a history of desperate and gruesome fights for survival with modern Faustian pacts with materialism and wealth.  At the heart of the story are generations of Choctaw peoples who persevere with ritual gestures of "life everlasting."  A cast of heroic women carries on traditions of difficult choices and of dancing with turtle shells, hence the novel's title.  They are complemented with a number of strong male characters.  In this presentation of Choctaw world view, even the most vile characters can obtain some redemption.  (This review of Shell Shaker from MultiCultural Review (June 2002)  by P. Jane Hafen, Assoc. Professor of English, UNLV) 
The last book of this set is The Honk and Holler Opening Soon by Billie Letts.
Injured Vietnam War veteran Caney Paxton believes life has passed him by, but things are about to change in the fictional town of Sequoyah, Oklahoma. A struggling Vietnamese refugee and a Crow woman with a secret are about to join Caney and his friends at the Honk and Holler diner. Their lives will never be the same. (This is from book’s website.)
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Other books which were suggested were:

1. The First Six Weeks of School (Strategies for Teachers Series, 2): Books by Paula Denton and Roxann Kriete.  This book was recommended by one of the state candidates for Teacher of the Year.  She said that even after many years of teaching, this book had a lot to offer.

The synopsis is that learning how the structure of the six weeks of school is the groundwork for a productive year of learning.  This structure will increase student investment, cooperation, responsibility, and self-control. Also included are daily plans for the first three weeks for three grade levels.  Guidelines for community building and an extensive collection of resources are also available.
2.    The Education of Little Tree by Forrest Carter
After his parents die, a young boy called Little Tree is raised by his Cherokee grandparents in the mountains of Eastern Tennessee during the 1930s. The novel follows Little Tree's daily life as he helps his grandparents learn to stand up for their rights, and in the process he learns a great deal about standing up for his own. As the novel progresses, Little Tree describes the simple life lessons he learns by living in touch with Nature.   (This review is by Allison DeFrees.  "The Education of Little Tree: Overview." Beacham's Guide to Literature for Young Adults. Ed. Kirk H. Beetz. Vol. 16. Beacham-Gale, 1990. eNotes.com. January 2005. 14 January 2006 <http://www.enotes.com/education-little-qn/62461>.)
3. Smart Women Finish Rich: 9 Steps to Achieving Financial Security and Funding Your Dreams (Revised Edition) by David Bach.
With hundreds of thousands copies in print around the world, Smart Women Finish Rich, by renowned financial advisor David Bach, has shown women of all ages and backgrounds how to take control of their financial future and finish rich. Whether you’re working with a few dollars a week or a significant inheritance, Bach’s nine-step program gives you tools for spending wisely, establishing security, and aligning money with your values. Plus, in this completely revised and updated edition, David Bach includes critical new long-term investment advice, information on teaching your kids about money, Internet resources, and new ways to attract greater wealth–personal and financial–into your life. (This is from the publisher.)
4. Our Endangered Values by Jimmy Carter  
In Our Endangered Values, Carter offers a personal consideration of "moral values" as they relate to the important issues of the day. He puts forward a passionate defense of separation of church and state, and a strong warning of where the country is heading as the lines between politics and rigid religious fundamentalism are blurred.

(This is from the publisher.)

5.  Bless me, Ultima, by Rudolfo Anaya
Bless Me, Ultima is narrated by a young Mexican-American boy named Antonio (Tony), who lives with his Spanish-speaking Catholic family in the small New Mexican town of Guadalupe. The time is during World War II. Antonio’s three brothers are serving in the war; his two older sisters, Deborah and Theresa, live at home.  

Antonio is nearly seven years old when Ultima, a wise old woman and long-time family friend, comes to live with them. She is a curandera, a woman who is able to heal the sick through her knowledge of herbs and ancient cures. She can even lift curses laid by witches. Antonio is excited by her arrival, and when he meets her he knows that she holds the secret of his destiny. (From http://www.novelguide.com/BlessMeUltima/novelsummary.html)
6. Teacher Man: A Memoir  by Frank McCourt

Now, here at last, is McCourt's long-awaited book about how his thirty-year teaching career shaped his second act as a writer. Teacher Man is also an urgent tribute to teachers everywhere. In bold and spirited prose featuring his irreverent wit and heartbreaking honesty, McCourt records the trials, triumphs and surprises he faces in public high schools around New York City. His methods anything but conventional, McCourt creates a lasting impact on his students through imaginative assignments (he instructs one class to write "An Excuse Note from Adam or Eve to God"), singalongs (featuring recipe ingredients as lyrics), and field trips (imagine taking twenty-nine rowdy girls to a movie in Times Square!). (From the McCourt website.)
7. A New Kind of Christian: A Tale of Two Friends on a Spiritual Journey by Brian D. McLaren.
The author reminds us that this is but the beginning of the journey, and 'whatever a new kind of Christian is, no one is one yet... but every transformation has to start somewhere. For all who are searching for a deeper life with God and more honest statement of authentic Christian faith, A New King of Christian will open the way for an exciting spiritual adventure into new territory and new ways of believing, belonging and becoming.  (This is from the backflap.)
