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The time for advocacy on behalf of students is NOW!!!

Advocate NOW—Unleash your voice!!

Every educator must advocate.  Policymakers (stakeholders) and members of the community at large need to hear our voices.

When your voice of concern is added to the advocacy efforts of others, the impact of the advocacy message increases, and policymakers often take notice.

What is advocacy?

Advocacy encompasses activities undertaken to plead a cause, promote an interest and educator for the purpose of advancing an issue.

Why do we need to advocate NOW!!!

The influence of federal legislation has increasingly impacted the local school curriculum.  This is what I call Trickle Down Educational Policy.
Why you?

You have knowledge and experience that you need to share.  You have information that no one else can give.

Ideas for Advocacy
· Have you met with teachers, parents, or administrators to discuss an issue or concern?

· Have you met with a local board of education, board member, or local legislator?

· Have you ever invited a legislator, an administrator, or superintendent to your school?

· Have you sent a letter, e-mail, or telephoned legislators, local newspapers, etc.?

· Have you written a fact sheet on issue, position statement, or white paper?

· Have you testified in support or opposition to a bill before your legislator?

· Have you discussed education issues in an interview with local newspaper, radio station or television station?

How to Start Advocacy Efforts
· You begin by communication effectively and positively, not defensively.

· You build trust over time—Become a friend.

· You know your issue so that you can answer the critics.  You must do your homework or research.

1. What is the history of this issue in your community?

2. What are the key decisions related to the issue?

3. What does the research say about the issue?

4. What are the assumptions behind the different views on the issue?

5. What are the current legislative initiatives related to the issue?

6. What are the possible actions that can be taken?

7. What are the possible consequences of those actions?

· You prepare your advocate position.

1. You get and give facts and good data.

2. You use the IRA position statements.

3. You collaborate with like-minded individuals—teachers, parents, senior citizens and read, research and discuss together.

4. You speak up and challenge. (You can practice on your principal.)

5. You write.

