THE OKLAHOMA COUNCIL
ADVOCACY AWARD
PURPOSE:

The Oklahoma Reading Association annually recognizes influences in education in Oklahoma by a local council who is significantly involved with advocacy for literacy.

ELIGIBILITY:

Any local council is eligible that has made major contributions to advocacy in Oklahoma in three of the following areas:

· Educating members about advocacy skills and legislative issues

· Creating an action plan and council network to advocate for educational and legislative issues.

· Activating efforts to influence and respond to state public policy.

CRITERIA:

The following shall serve as the criteria for the presentation of this award.  Councils must do items 1-7 and two of the remaining optional items in addition to the two major prerequisites on the nomination form.

1. At least five of the local council’s members must be members of the International Reading Association LAT association—refer to Advocacy manual for form.  Very simple to belong to this.

2. Develop an action plan to reach specific advocacy goals, for example, what are your steps for spreading advocacy information to your council members?

3. Show evidence of participating in ORA calls to action, such as a copy of a letter to a legislator.

4. Send 3-mail or newsletter updates on advocacy issues and alerts to council members, such as the ones that we send you.

5. Keep a person within your council who will be kept informed regarding contact with the State Advocacy Chairs.

6. Develop and distribute resource materials on advocacy to share with members and the state chair.

7. Include politicians from the council’s district on the mailing list. (Optional)

8. Conduct periodic meetings with a Legislator and maintain a record of comments made by a Legislator regarding their position on concerns to ORA/educational issues, especially reading.

9. Might develop a council Web-page section on legislative issues.

10. Hold advocacy skill-building workshops for members.

11. Write letters to editors regarding educational and legislative concerns.

12. Arrange for letter writing booths or campaigns or phone call campaigns.

13. Give testimony to legislative committee or board of education.

14. Invite legislators to speak at meetings or arrange a “meet your Legislator” meeting.

15. Honorary membership may be give to a politician.

16. Utilize media resources.

ENTRY DEADLINE:


June 1st.

AWARD:

A council representation such as a president or legislative representative will be honored at the annual ORA Leadership Conference held in July.

PROCEDURES:

1. The Oklahoma Reading Association Board shall solicit nominations from the local councils of ORA.

2. The Executive Committee and Legislative Committee shall review supporting documents and make the final recommendations to the Board.

3. The Oklahoma Reading Association shall approve the final selection.

4. Winners shall be honored at the annual ORA Leadership Conference.

(For further information contact our website: www.oklahomareadingassociation.org or the state legislative chairs as listed in the ORA handbook.)  Mail nomination form to: Oklahoma Reading Association and current address of president—refer to handbook.

LOCAL COUNCIL ADVOCACY AWARD
APPLICATION FORM

Council:______________________________________________________

Council President: ______________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________

 Street or box               City                   State             Zip

Phone: (home)____________________________ Fax: _________________

E-mail________________________________________________________

THE COMPLETION OF TWO PREREQUISITIES IS NECESSARY TO APPLY FOR THIS AWARD IN ADDITION TO THE REQUIRED AND OPTIONAL CRITERIA:

1. First, a council must have an active legislative representative on file with ORA’s legislative network.

2. Secondly, the legislative representative must have attended the annual ORA Leadership Conference.

Rationale:  In giving this award, the Oklahoma Reading Association acknowledges the extent to which we, as educators, depend upon the support of active participation of its citizenry to meet the educational needs of its students and promote the high standards of educational excellence they deserve.  With the need for effective advocacy and legislation comes the responsibility of professional organizations such as the Oklahoma Reading Association and the International Reading Association to highlight influential partners in Education.

Legislative Representative Name:__________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________

Phone:_______________________(e-mail)__________________________

Name of local council legislative representative:______________________

Attach evidence of seven required and two optional criteria.

Mail to:  Oklahoma Reading Association President (see handbook).

